
What is the Significance of the Biblical Numeric Five (5)? 
 

The biblical significance of the number *5* is most commonly associated with grace, 
goodness, favor, and God's provision toward humanity. While Scripture does not explicitly 
assign meanings to numbers, biblical patterns reveal recurring themes that help illuminate 
their symbolic significance. These patterns are important to recognize but should always 
remain secondary to the plain meaning of the biblical text. 

• Five, as a pattern of God's grace, is not merely grace that saves—it is grace that sustains. 
 

Wherever the biblical pattern of five appears, it consistently bears witness—not to the power 
of a number—but to the abundance of God's grace actively accomplishing His Redemptive 
Purpose in Christ… Redemptive Revelation! 

 

The Numeric Five (5)  

Throughout Scripture, five frequently represents these eight (8) spiritual themes: 

• Grace 

• Divine favor 

• God's provision 

• Covenant relationship 

• Equipping for service 

• Redemption 

• Preparation 

• God's enabling power 
 

Five frequently appears where God extends His favor, equips His people, or provides what 
is needed to accomplish His purposes. Grace is far more than God's attitude toward us— 

it is God's active power working in us, through us, and for us because of Christ. The New 
Testament consistently expands grace beyond unmerited favor into the entire operation of 
God's Redemptive work. This deeper understanding beautifully enriches our divine destiny. 
 

Five and God's Grace 
 

Grace is God's unmerited favor demonstrated toward humanity 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (AMP) 

"For it is by grace [God's remarkable compassion and favor drawing you to Christ] that 

you have been saved [actually delivered from judgment and given eternal life] through 
faith..." 
 

Scriptures reveal that grace is far more than divine kindness extended to undeserving 
people. Grace is the active expression of God's own nature, freely bestowed through Jesus 
Christ, accomplishing what fallen humanity could never achieve by its own strength. 

Grace originates in the heart of the Father, is manifested through the Son, and is continually 
applied by the Holy Spirit. It is God's sovereign initiative reaching toward mankind in love, 
calling us, redeeming us, transforming us, sustaining us, and ultimately conforming us to the 
image of His Son.] 
 

Ephesians 2:8-9 (AMP) 

"For it is by grace [God's remarkable compassion and favor drawing you to Christ] that you 
have been saved [actually delivered from judgment and given eternal life] through faith, and 
this [salvation] is not of yourselves [not through your own effort], but it is the [undeserved, 
gracious] gift of God; not as a result of [your] works [nor your attempts to keep the Law],  

so that no one will [be able to] boast or take credit in any way [for his salvation]." 
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[Reflection: Grace, therefore, is God's divine provision accomplishing Redemption from 
beginning to end. Salvation is initiated by grace, received through faith, sustained by grace, 
and completed by grace. From the first awakening of the heart to the final glorification of the 
believer, every aspect of our relationship with God rests entirely upon His gracious work  

of Christ in us. 
 

Romans 5:17 (AMP)   Paul continually magnified this truth. 

"For if because of one man's trespass (lapse, offense) death reigned through that one, 
much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of 
righteousness reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ." 
 

[Reflection: Grace is not merely forgiveness for past failures; it is the divine abundance that 
enables believers to live under the reign of Christ. Through grace we are not only rescued 
from sin's penalty, but empowered to walk in newness of life.] 
 

Likewise, Paul understood that grace supplies divine strength for every circumstance. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9 (AMP) 

"But He said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy are 
more than enough—always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My] power is being 
perfected [and is completed and shows itself most effectively] in [your] weakness.” 
 

[Reflection: Grace is therefore both God's favor and God's enabling power. It fulfills, 
accomplishes what human ability can never attain.]  

 

John 1:16-17 (AMP)  John summarizes the fullness of grace revealed in Christ. 

"For out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we have all received 
grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing, favor upon favor, and gift 
heaped upon gift]. For the Law was given through Moses, but grace [the unearned, 
undeserved favor of God] and truth came through Jesus Christ." 
 

[Reflection: Every expression of God's grace ultimately finds its source in Christ Himself.  

He is the embodiment of divine grace, the perfect revelation of the Father's love, and the 
mediator through whom every spiritual blessing is bestowed.] 
 

Although Scripture never explicitly assigns symbolic meaning to the numeric five,  

its repeated appearance throughout the biblical narrative frequently accompanies God's 
gracious activity toward His covenant people. These recurring patterns should never be 
viewed as mystical formulas or hidden codes, but as remarkable illustrations woven into the 
unity of divine Redemptive Revelation!] 
 

Five Books of Moses (Torah) —  Grace Revealed. 
 

The first five books form the foundation of God's First Blood Covenant Revelation. 

• Genesis  • Exodus  • Leviticus  • Numbers  • Deuteronomy 
 

[Reflection: These books reveal God's gracious covenant with Israel, His law, redemption, 

worship and promises. In God’s Law of the Spirit, the Born-Again are Spiritual Israel!] 
 

Psalm 19:7 (AMP) 

"The law of the LORD is perfect, restoring and refreshing the soul..." 
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Five Offerings — Grace Atoning. (our standing before God) 
 

From the earliest pages of Scripture, God revealed that sinful humanity could not approach 
a holy God apart from His gracious provision. The sacrificial system established through 
Moses was never intended to be an end in itself. Rather, it served as a divine shadow 
pointing forward to the perfect and complete sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
 

Within the Book of Leviticus, God instituted five principal offerings. Together they reveal the 
fullness of His redemptive plan and the manifold operations of His grace. 

• Burnt Offering • Grain Offering • Peace Offering • Sin Offering • Guilt (Trespass) Offering 
 

[Reflection: Although each offering possesses its own unique purpose, they collectively 
proclaim one glorious truth: God Himself provides the way by which sinful humanity may 
draw near to Him.] 
 

Hebrews 10:1 (AMP) 

"For since the Law has only a shadow [just a pale representation] of the good things to 
come—not the very image of those things—it can never, by offering the same sacrifices 
continually year after year, make perfect those who approach." 

 

[Reflection: The sacrifices pointed beyond themselves to the coming Messiah. In Christ, 
every offering reaches its perfect fulfillment. Together these offerings prophetically 
foreshadow the complete work of Christ… Then in His final words on the Cross:  

“It is Finished.”] 
 

Hebrews 10:10 (AMP) 

"And in accordance with this will [of God], we have been sanctified... through the offering  

of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 
 

[Reflection: These Offerings are perhaps the “cornerstone” of our entire study. They are not 
merely five separate sacrifices; together they present a magnificent portrait of the complete 
Redemptive work of Jesus Christ. They reveal grace from five complementary perspectives, 
each unfolding another aspect of God's provision for humanity. Under the New Covenant, 
believers do not bring these sacrifices—they look to the One in whom they have all been 
perfectly fulfilled! The Lord’s final words on the Cross: “It is Finished.”] 
 

* The Burnt Offering — Grace Consecrating. 
 

Leviticus Chapter 1 describes the burnt offering as wholly consumed upon the altar. Nothing 
was held back. It represented complete surrender, wholehearted devotion, and total 
acceptance before God. Jesus fulfilled this offering perfectly through His absolute obedience 
to the Father. 
 

John 6:38 (AMP) 

"For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will,  

 but the will of Him who sent Me." 
 

[Reflection: The life of the Lord Jesus Christ was entirely offered to the Father, culminating 

 in His sacrifice upon the cross. Through Him, believers are accepted before God, not 

 because of their own righteousness, but because they stand in the perfect obedience of 

 Christ. Leviticus Chapter 1 describes the burnt offering as wholly consumed upon the altar.  

 Nothing was held back.  
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It represented complete surrender, wholehearted devotion, and total acceptance before 
God. Jesus fulfilled this offering perfectly through His absolute obedience to the Father.]   
 

* The Grain Offering — Grace Perfecting 
 

Unlike the other offerings, the grain offering contained no blood. It consisted of fine flour,  

oil, and frankincense, portraying purity, holiness, thanksgiving, and devoted service. 

It beautifully foreshadows the sinless humanity of Jesus Christ. Every thought, word, and 
action of His earthly life was perfectly pleasing to the Father. 
 

John 4:34 (AMP) 

"My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to completely finish His work." 
 

[Reflection: The Lord’s final words on the Cross: “It is Finished.”] 

The grain offering reminds believers that grace not only forgives sin but also transforms 

 lives into offerings of grateful worship and faithful service!] 
 

* The Peace Offering — Grace Reconciling 
 

The peace offering celebrated restored fellowship between God and His covenant people.  

It expressed thanksgiving, communion, and joyful reconciliation. This offering finds its 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ who reconciled sinners to God through His blood. 
 

Colossians 1:20 (AMP) 

"And through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through  

 the blood of His cross..." 
 

[Reflection: Because of Christ, believers are no longer strangers or enemies,  

but children welcomed into fellowship with their heavenly Father. 
 

* The Sin Offering — Grace Cleansing 
 

The sin offering addressed the guilt and defilement caused by sin. It acknowledged 
humanity's inability to remove its own uncleanness and demonstrated God's gracious 
provision for forgiveness. Jesus became the perfect Sin Offering. 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (AMP) 

"He made Christ who knew no sin to be sin [judicially] on our behalf, so that in Him  

we would become the righteousness of God..." 
 

[Reflection: The cross accomplished what repeated animal sacrifices could never achieve. 

Through Christ, sin is fully judged, forgiveness is granted, and the believer is cleansed 

before God.] 
 

* The Guilt (Trespass) Offering — Grace Restoring 
 

The guilt offering dealt not only with sin against God but also with offenses committed 
against others. It included restitution where wrong had been done, demonstrating that true 
reconciliation produces restored relationships.  
 

Isaiah 53:10 (AMP)  Isaiah prophetically anticipated this work. 

"But the LORD was willing to crush Him... if He would give Himself as a guilt offering..." 
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[Reflection: Jesus bore not only the penalty of our sin but also the debt we could never 
repay. Through Him, what was lost is restored, and what was broken is reconciled. 

Grace not only pardons —it restores.] 
 

The Harmony of the Five Offerings 
 

Viewed together, these five offerings reveal the completeness of God's redemptive grace. 

• The Burnt Offering declares our acceptance before God. 

•The Grain Offering reveals the perfect righteousness of Christ. 

•The Peace Offering proclaims reconciliation and fellowship. 

•The Sin Offering provides cleansing from guilt. 

•The Guilt Offering restores what sin has damaged. 
 

[Reflection: Each offering presents a different facet of one magnificent diamond!  

None stands alone; together they reveal the fullness of God's provision in His Son.] 
 

Hebrews 10:10 (AMP) 
 

"And in accordance with this will [of God], we have been sanctified [set apart as holy  

for God and His purposes] through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all." 
 

Unlike the repeated sacrifices of the Old Covenant, Christ's sacrifice was complete, final, 
and eternally sufficient. The shadow has given way to the substance; the type has found its 
fulfillment in the true Lamb of God. 
 

[Reflection: Within the broader biblical pattern, the five offerings beautifully portray grace 
atoning. They testify that Redemption is never achieved by human effort but always 
originates in God's gracious initiative.] 
 

The repeated appearance of five in this foundational system of worship reminds us that 
every aspect of approaching God rests upon His provision rather than our performance. 
Before humanity could worship, God first provided a sacrifice. Before reconciliation could 
occur, God established the means by which it would be accomplished. 
 

The five offerings therefore stand as a unified testimony to the Gospel itself. They reveal 
grace that consecrates, perfects, reconciles, cleanses, and restores. Every offering directs 
our gaze beyond the altar of Leviticus to the cross of Calvary, where Jesus Christ fulfilled 
them all in one perfect sacrifice. 
 

John the Baptist recognized this glorious fulfillment when he declared: 

John 1:29 (AMP) 

"Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!" 
 

Thus, the significance of five is not found merely in the number of offerings, but in the 
completeness of the grace they proclaim. Together they bear witness that God's 
Redemptive Purpose has always centered upon His Son. 
 

Ephesians 1:7 (AMP) 

7 In Him we have redemption [that is, our deliverance and salvation] through His blood, 
[which paid the penalty for our sin and resulted in] the forgiveness and complete pardon of 
our sin, in accordance with the riches of His grace. 
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David Selected Five Smooth Stones — Grace Empowering. (our enablement) 
 

God’s grace protects, guides and supplies us when in times of need! 

1 Samuel 17:40 (AMP) 

"Then he took his shepherd's staff in his hand and chose for himself five smooth stones 
from the brook..." 
 

[Reflection: David ultimately needed only one stone because God granted the victory.  

The five stones demonstrate prepared faith resting upon God's gracious enablement rather 
than human strength. This strength is abiding within born-again believers as well!] 
 

1 Samuel 17:47 (AMP) 

"...the battle is the LORD'S..." 
 

Jesus Fed Five Thousand with Five Loaves — Grace Providing. (our daily need) 
 

Blessings are demonstrated in Increase through God’s grace. 

Matthew 14:17 (AMP) 

"They replied, 'We have nothing here except five loaves and two fish.'" 
 

[Reflection: Jesus multiplied the insufficient into abundance. Five here beautifully pictures 
God's abundant provision through Christ.] 
 

Matthew 14:20 (AMP) 

"And they all ate and were satisfied..." 
 

The Five Wise Virgins — Grace Sustaining. (our perseverance) 
 

God is with us always. His heart’s desire is that we remain focused upon Him. 

He has given us the ability to commune with Him through Christ our spiritual Husband. 
 

Matthew 25:1-13 records: • Five wise focused and  • Five foolish not  focused 
 

[Reflection: The five wise virgins represent those prepared through faithful expectation  

of the Bridegroom. While the division of both (5) wise and (5) foolish is numerical,  

the emphasis is spiritual readiness rather than symbolism itself.] 
      

Matthew 25:13 (AMP) 

"So stay alert... for you know neither the day nor the hour." 
 

One aspect that especially stands out in this parable is that the wise virgins were not 
commended because they possessed more oil than the foolish—they were commended 
because they had cultivated a life of preparation. Readiness was not a last-minute decision; 
it was their continual way of life. That truth harmonizes beautifully with the New Testament's 
repeated call to "abide" in Christ. 
 

The Five Ministry Gifts — Grace Equipping. (our service) 
 

Christ graciously equips His Church through five ministry functions. 

Ephesians 4:11-12 (AMP) 

"And [His gifts to the church were varied and] He Himself appointed some as apostles, 
some as prophets, some as evangelists, some as pastors and teachers, to fully equip and 
perfect the saints..." 
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[Reflection: These gifts of divine ministry function are expressions of Christ's grace  

for building His Body.] 
 

The Five Porches of Bethesda — Grace Healing. (our restoration) 
 

This account is one of the richest illustrations of grace in the Gospel of John.  
 

What makes it especially profound is that Jesus did not simply heal a man—He revealed  

the transition from dependence upon the Old Order to life found in Himself. The five 
porticoes provide a remarkable backdrop to this revelation of grace. At this pool Jesus 
demonstrated divine mercy by healing the man who had suffered for thirty-eight years. 
 

Near the Sheep Gate in Jerusalem lay the Pool of Bethesda, a place well known for the 
multitude of afflicted people who gathered there. The sick, the blind, the lame, and the 
paralyzed came with hope that somehow healing might be found. It was a place filled  

with human suffering, longing, disappointment, and waiting. 
 

John 5:2 (AMP) 

"Now in Jerusalem, near the Sheep Gate, there is a pool, which is called in Hebrew 
(Aramaic) Bethesda, having five porticoes (alcoves, colonnades)." 

 

Decade after decade he lived with physical limitation, unable to free himself from his 
condition. His hope rested upon circumstances beyond his control, waiting for an 
opportunity that continually eluded him. When Jesus approached him, He asked a question 
that reached far deeper than the man's physical condition. 
 

John 5:6 (AMP) 

"When Jesus noticed him lying there [helpless], knowing that he had already been in that 
condition a long time, He said to him, 'Do you want to get well?'" 

[Note: The question was not asked because Jesus lacked knowledge, but because He 
desired to awaken faith beyond mere resignation. The man responded about his inability. 
 

John 5:7 (AMP) 

"The invalid answered, 'Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the water is stirred 
up; but while I am coming [to get into it myself], someone else steps down ahead of me.'" 
 

[Reflection: His answer reveals the condition of fallen humanity. He possessed desire but 
lacked ability. He understood his need but had no power to remedy it. His confidence rested 
in a system that continually reminded him of his helplessness…  
 

John 5:8-9 (AMP)  Jesus never directed the man toward the water. Instead,  

He directed him toward Himself. This is a major revelation for all readers of this study!] 

"Jesus said to him, 'Get up; pick up your pallet and walk.' Immediately the man became 
well, and picked up his pallet and walked." 

 

The healing was immediate, complete, and entirely initiated by Christ. The man offered no 
merit, performed no religious work, and demonstrated no extraordinary achievement. 
Healing came solely because grace stood before him… Jesus Christ, Son of God! 

This miracle beautifully illustrates the nature of divine grace. Grace meets humanity 
precisely where human strength ends. Where effort fails, grace succeeds. Where 
hopelessness reigns, Christ speaks life. His word accomplishes what human striving can’t. 
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[Reflection: The setting itself carries profound significance. The five porticoes surrounded  

a place where broken humanity gathered in hope. Whether or not one sees symbolic 
significance in the number (5) representing grace, it is noteworthy that this setting having 
five porticoes becomes the stage upon which Christ publicly demonstrates the triumph  

of divine grace over human inability. 
 

The name Bethesda is commonly understood to mean "House of Mercy" or "House of 
Grace." What the people in this place anticipated, Jesus fulfilled. The true House of Mercy 
was no longer confined to a pool or a location—it stood before them in the incarnate Son.  
 

The narrative also reveals an important covenantal contrast. The man's expectation was 
centered upon the intermittent stirring of the water, while Christ revealed a greater reality. 
Healing no longer depended upon being first into the pool; it depended entirely upon the 
authority of the One who spoke! 

 

[Reflection: Focus shifted from ritual expectation to the living presence of the Messiah.  

What human systems could never accomplish, the Son of God fulfilled by His Word!] 
 

Romans 5:6 (AMP) 

"While we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly." 

The infirm man's condition mirrors the spiritual condition of all humanity apart from Christ. 
Sin leaves mankind unable to heal itself, unable to rescue itself, and unable to attain 
righteousness through human effort. Yet where helplessness abounds, grace abounds!  

 

[Reflection: Within the broader biblical pattern, the five porticoes of Bethesda beautifully 
portray grace that heals! They remind us that God's grace does not merely forgive sin— 

it restores what has been broken, strengthens what has been weakened, and brings life 
where there has long been despair!] 
 

The significance does not lie in the architecture itself, but in the gracious work accomplished 
there by Jesus Christ. The five porticoes become the setting in which divine mercy triumphs 
over decades of human inability. Grace does not wait for human strength to appear; grace 
comes because Christ has appeared. 
 

Ultimately, every healing recorded in the Gospels points beyond physical restoration to the 
greater work of Redemption accomplished through the Cross and Resurrection. Jesus came 
not only to restore weakened limbs but to reconcile humanity to the Father, making whole 
those who were spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. 
 

Thus, once again the five porticoes stand as a glorious testimony that wherever Christ is 
present, grace is sufficient! His word still calls the helpless to rise, the broken to be restored, 
and the weary to walk in the newness of life He alone can give. 
 

John 1:16 (AMP) As the John later declares: 

"For out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we have all received 
grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing, favor upon favor, and gift 
heaped upon gift]." 
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[Reflection: The healing at Bethesda was not merely the restoration of one man's body.  

It was a living proclamation that in Jesus Christ, the true House of Mercy had arrived. The 
grace that once gathered the afflicted around five porticoes had now taken on flesh and was 
walking among them, inviting all who were weary, helpless, and burdened to find life in Him.] 
 

John 5:8-9 (AMP) 

"Jesus said to him, 'Get up; pick up your pallet and walk.'  

Immediately the man became well..." 
 

Again, five appears in a setting where God's grace triumphs over human inability.! 
 

Abraham's Five Sacrificial Animals  
 

Genesis 15:9 (AMP) 

"So God said to him, 'Bring Me a three-year-old heifer, a three-year-old female goat,  

a three-year-old ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.'" 
 

[Note: Five sacrificial animals confirming God's covenant with Abraham demonstrates His 
gracious commitment to fulfill His promises!] 
 

*A Christ-Centered Perspective 
 

John 1:16-17 (AMP) The fullest significance of five is ultimately found in Jesus Christ. 

"For out of His fullness... we have all received grace upon grace. For the Law was given 
through Moses, but grace [the unearned, undeserved favor of God] and truth came through 
Jesus Christ." 
 

Everything that the biblical pattern of five anticipates—grace, provision, covenant, and 
divine enablement—is fulfilled in Christ.  
 

[Note: The number (5) itself possesses no mystical power; rather, its repeated occurrence  

in Scripture highlights God's gracious activity toward His people.] 
 

Five, as a pattern of God's grace, is not merely grace that saves—it is grace that sustains. 
 

Paul captures this beautifully: 
 

2 Corinthians 12:9 (AMP) 

"But He said to me, 'My grace is sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy are 
more than enough—always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My] power is being 
perfected [and is completed and shows itself most effectively] in [your] weakness.'..." 
 

Each occurrence moves beyond symbolism into the living activity of God. His grace reveals, 
redeems, empowers, provides, equips, sustains, and restores. All of these find their 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. 
 

John 1:16 (AMP) 

"For out of His fullness [the superabundance of His grace and truth] we have all received 
grace upon grace [spiritual blessing upon spiritual blessing, favor upon favor, and gift 
heaped upon gift]." 
 

[Note: The wise virgins lived in the sufficiency of that grace.  

Their lamps continued to burn because they remained supplied. Their preparedness was 
the fruit of continual dependence upon the Bridegroom!] 



Page 10  Biblical Numeric Five (5) 
 

This progression beautifully reflects the believer's journey: 

• Grace calls us. 

• Grace saves us. 

• Grace transforms us. 

• Grace equips us. 

• Grace keeps us. 

• Grace ultimately presents us "blameless before the presence of His glory with great joy" 
  

Jude verse 24 (AMP) 

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling or falling into sin, and to present you 
unblemished [blameless and faultless] in the presence of His glory with triumphant joy and 
unspeakable delight, 
 

Throughout Scripture, five consistently appears where God's grace is being revealed,  

His provision supplied, His covenant established, His people equipped, His mercy extended, 
or His Redemptive purpose advanced.  
 

Whether seen in the five offerings of Leviticus, David's five smooth stones, the five loaves 
multiplied by Christ, the five ministry gifts, the five wise virgins, or the five porticoes 
surrounding Bethesda, the recurring testimony points beyond the number itself to the 
gracious activity of God. 
 

The significance is therefore not found in the numeric (5) but in the God who repeatedly 
employs these patterns to reveal His character. Five becomes a quiet witness to the 
inexhaustible grace that flows from the Father through the Son by the Holy Spirit. 
 

Ultimately, every expression of grace converges upon one glorious Person—Jesus Christ. 
He is the fulfillment of every covenant promise, the source of every spiritual blessing, and 
the perfect manifestation of God's grace toward humanity. Thus, wherever the biblical 
pattern of five directs our attention, its highest purpose is fulfilled when our hearts are drawn 
beyond the pattern itself to behold the surpassing glory of Christ, "full of grace and truth"  
 

John 1:14 (AMP) 

14 And the Word (Christ) became flesh, and lived among us; and we [actually] saw His 
glory, glory as belongs to the [One and] only begotten Son of the Father, [the Son who is 
truly unique, the only One of His kind, who is] full of grace and truth (absolutely free of 
deception) 
 

The Significance of the Biblical Numeric Five (5) thus brings the various scriptural patterns 
together around a single, Christ-centered theme: 
  

Every expression of divine grace in Scripture ultimately finds its source, substance, and 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ! 

 

Thank you for participating in Heart of God Ministries International! 
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