Heart of God Ministries International (HGMI)
Greater Works TEAM Building [In this study, we will repeatedly present foundational truth!]

Covenant Maker Revisited

God is a Covenant Maker Who exercises and demonstrates His supremacy by ruling

and reigning through Righteousness. The path of Truth and Spirit bless those who believe
in Christ the Light to the world! As you receive Him and walk in His glorious Light,

allow the past fade and focus on your future! Let it radiate new zeal because you realize
that your future is infinitely greater! Your ability to receive and walk in the glory of God
continues to increase due to His favor and grace upon you.

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of Lights!
James 1:17 NKJV Bible “In Him was Life, and the Life was the Light of men.”

John 1:5 (AMP)
While you have the Light, believe in the Light [have faith in it, hold to it, rely on it],
that you may become sons of the Light and be filled with Light.

John 12:36a (AMP)
36 While you have the Light, believe and trust in the Light [have faith in it, hold on to it,
rely on it], so that you may become sons of Light [being filled with Light as followers of God].”

Did you know Light is referenced 263 times in the King James Version Bible?

God is both Transcendent (possesses greatness & power) and Immanent (demonstrates
nearness & presence)! He presents His Love to the world through the work of His Son
and commands mankind to receive Him or experience His wrath. He is the Originator;
The Covenant Maker! Many do not understand covenant, do you?

It is very necessary that we have a strong foundation of the council of God.
It is also very important that we do not believe every "wind” of doctrine."

The Covenant Maker: Consummation in Christ and the Life We Now Live

At the heart of the Gospel stands a declaration that cannot be postponed, diminished,

or displaced: Jesus Christ has accomplished the work the Father entrusted to Him.

When He proclaimed, “It is finished!” in John 19:30 (AMP), He was not merely announcing
that His earthly suffering had ended. He was declaring that the covenant purpose of God
had reached its decisive fulfilment through His sacrificial obedience.

Matthew 26:28 (AMP)
“For this is My blood of the [new and better] covenant, which [ratifies the agreement and]
is being poured out for many [as a substitutionary atonement] for the forgiveness of sins.”

Blood signifies that covenant is not a casual agreement but a life-bound relationship!

Leviticus 17:11 (AMP) declares that “the life of the flesh is in the blood.”

Therefore, shed blood represented a life given to establish and seal covenant.

Under the Old Covenant, the blood of sacrificed animals confirmed God’s covenant with Israel,
but those sacrifices pointed forward to Jesus Christ. At the cross, Christ offered His own blood—
the giving of His sinless life—to establish the New Covenant, securing forgiveness, reconciliation,
and eternal union with God. His blood does not merely cover sin temporarily; it cleanses the
conscience and brings believers into a living covenant relationship with the Father!

Luke 22:20 (AMP)
“This cup which is poured out for you is the new covenant [ratified] in My blood.”
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The way into the Father’s Presence had been opened, the authority of sin had been broken,
and the foundation of a New Creation had been established. Christ did not leave redemption
unfinished for another age to complete! The Covenant Maker entered the depths of human
death and emerged in Resurrection Life, securing forever the union He came to establish
with His people.

This brings profound clarity to His declaration in Matthew 16:18 (AMP)
“I will build My church; and the gates of Hades (death) will not overpower it.”

Jesus did not speak of a Church destined to retreat before darkness or await the uncertain
possibility of eventual victory.

He spoke as the Covenant Maker who would personally build His Church upon the revelation
of His identity united with His Bride, (the Spiritual Body to Himself) through His death and
Resurrection. The gates of Hades could not imprison Him, terminate His mission, or prevent
His rising! His Church would be joined to Him in covenant union!

The death that could not hold the Head, could never finally overpower His Body!

Acts 2:24 (AMP) declares that God raised Jesus from the dead because “it was impossible
for Him to be held in death’s power.”

This impossibility belongs to the very nature of Christ.

He is not merely someone who possessed life temporarily. He is the Source of life itself!
Death could receive His body into the grave, but it could not command the One through whom
all things were created. The grave could not permanently contain the Life of God!

What appeared to be the triumph of darkness became the very place where darkness
encountered its defeat. The Cross, therefore, must never be separated from the Resurrection.
Christ’s declaration, “It is finished,” was not contradicted by His burial but confirmed by His rising!
His Blood Established the New Covenant! His Resurrection Vindicated its Promises!

And His Ascension Enthroned Him as the Reigning Lord of the people He redeemed!

Every dimension of the Gospel moves toward this holy certainty: the Covenant Maker did not
merely offer His people an improved religious arrangement. He brought them into living union
with Himself. Jesus identified His sacrificial death in unmistakably covenantal terms.

The Covenant was not established by humanity’s ability to reach God.

It was established by God’s plan to reach humanity through His Son!

Christ became both the Covenant Maker and the Covenant Sacrifice.

He did not require another to secure the agreement!

He secured it through His own Blood!

The relationship He established, therefore, does not rest upon the uncertainty of human
performance but upon the sufficiency of His finished work!

Yet the covenant was never intended to remain an agreement observed from a distance.
Its purpose was union and participation! God’s desire was not merely to forgive His people
while leaving them outside His life, but to bring them into fellowship, participation, and
oneness with His Son. What had been promised through the prophets became a present
reality through Christ! God would dwell with His people, write His ways upon their hearts,
and establish a relationship grounded in His own faithfulness!

Here the meaning of Immersion Baptism comes into its full spiritual significance.
The believer’s union with Christ is consummated in the covenant identification of death,
burial, and resurrection! Life’s objectives are found in the destiny union with Jesus Christ!
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The believer does not merely imitate the historical events of Christ’s suffering and rising.
Through faith, the believer enters into the reality those events accomplished.

Immersion declares that the old life has been surrendered, that the former identity

has been buried, and that a new life has emerged in union with the Risen Lord!

The Husband is united (consummated) with His Bride! There is no more waiting!

The “wedding” is presented in public witness!

Romans 6:3-5 (AMP)

“Are you ignorant of the fact that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus
were baptized into His death? We have therefore been buried with Him through baptism
into death, so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory and power
of the Father, we too might walk habitually in newness of life [abandoning our old ways].
For if we have become one with Him [permanently united] in the likeness of His death,
we will also certainly be [one with Him and share fully] in the likeness of His resurrection.’

The significance of this declaration cannot be overstated! Paul does not describe baptism

as an isolated religious observance detached from the life of Christ.

He speaks of being baptized into Christ Jesus, buried with Him, and becoming permanently
united with Him. The movement of immersion expresses covenant reality!

Descending into the water identifies the believer with Christ’'s death and burial and much more!
Rising from the water declares glorious participation in Him (one in Him) in His Resurrection Life!

This consummation is not the achievement of water acting independently,

nor is it the product of outward ceremony without faith. It is the covenant work of God,
received through faith and made living through Holy Spirit!

The water image representative of Holy Spirit bears witness to the believer’s union with Christ.
The Spirit brings the reality of that union into the believer’s life!

Colossians 2:12 (AMP) A covenant reality:
“Having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him
[to a new life] through [your] faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.”

Have you deeply considered an expanse in understanding Immersion Baptism?

Through immersion baptism, the believer’s union with Christ is openly declared

and covenantally embraced! Baptism is not merely an outward ceremony performed
around the believer. It is the visible covenantal testimony that the believer has been joined
to Christ—identified with Him in His death, burial, and resurrection.

We descend into the water confessing that the former life has been brought under

the judgment of the Cross and we rise proclaiming that Christ Himself has become our life!

Romans 6:4-5 (AMP)

“We have therefore been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory and power of the Father, we too might walk
habitually in newness of life [abandoning our old ways]. For if we have become one with Him
by sharing a death like His, we will certainly also be one with Him and share in the likeness
of His Resurrection.”

The waters of immersion therefore portray both a burial and a beginning!

The burial of the old creation life and the emergence of the New Creation Life!

The believer is not raised merely to imitate Jesus from a distance, but to live in the reality

of Christ’s Indwelling Life! Baptism declares, “| have died with Him; | have been buried with Him;
| have been raised with Him; and henceforth my life is found in Him!”
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Galatians 3:27 (AMP)
“For all of you who were baptized into Christ [into a spiritual union with the Christ, the Anointed]
have clothed yourselves with Christ [that is, you have taken on His characteristics and values].”

The covenantal union portrayed in immersion is sealed by the Holy Spirit!

The physical water does not itself impart eternal life; rather, it bears visible witness

to the spiritual reality accomplished through Christ and made alive within us by the Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is God’s seal of belonging, of commitment to be spiritually united as “Husband
and Bride.” The abiding Presence of the union confirms that we are Christ’s and that His Life
Now dwells within us.

Ephesians 1:13-14 (AMP)

“In Him, you also, when you heard the word of truth, the good news of your salvation,

and [as a result] believed in Him, were stamped with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit
[the One promised by Christ] as owned and protected [by God]. The Spirit is the guarantee
[the first installment, the pledge, a foretaste] of our inheritance until the Redemption of God'’s
own [purchased] possession—to the praise of His glory!”

This brings profound meaning to the living water Jesus offered the Samaritan woman.

Jesus met her at Jacob’s well, but He did not identify eternal life with the natural water drawn
from that well. He revealed Himself as the Source of a greater water—the inward, inexhaustible
Life of the Holy Spirit! [God is One in three persons!]

John 4:14 (AMP)

“‘But whoever drinks the water that | give him will never be thirsty again. But the water
that | give him will become in him a spring of water [satisfying his thirst for God] welling
up [continually flowing, bubbling within him] to eternal life.”

Therefore, we might say more precisely: In immersion baptism, we are covenantally
immersed into Christ, while the living water promised at Jacob’s well becomes an abiding
fountain within us through the Holy Spirit.

We go beneath the outward water bearing witness to His death, and we arise declaring
participation in His resurrection life! Yet the water that eternally satisfies is Christ’'s own Life,
continually flowing within the believer by the Spirit!

The consummation is not merely that we have passed through water, but that we have been
received into living union with the Crucified, Risen, and Reigning Christ. The outward waters
surround the body for a moment. The living water of the Holy Spirit fills the believer continually!
Immersion portrays our entrance into the Covenant, while the indwelling Spirit seals, sustains,
and continually manifests its reality! Thus, baptism is both covenantal confession and resurrection
proclamation: *buried with Christ, raised with Christ, clothed with Christ, sealed by His Spirit,

and made an overflowing vessel of His eternal life!*

This covenantal union within the action of faith and love unfolds through the sacred
language of “Bridegroom and Bride.” Christ does not merely rescue a people who remain
separated from Him. Through His sacrificial love, He draws them into an intimate, faithful,
and enduring spiritual Covenant with Himself.

He is the Bridegroom who gave His life for His Bride, cleansing her and joining her to Himself.
Immersion baptism becomes the believer’s public covenantal response—the open declaration
of belonging wholly and faithfully to Christ... as His Body, the instrumentality of the church!
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In the waters of immersion, the believer embraces the Bridegroom’s covenant:

dying to the former life of independence and rising into faithful union with Him.

This is more than ceremonial symbolism. it is a visible covenantal confession that declares,
‘I am His, and He is mine.”

The believer emerges from the water bearing the identity of one who has been joined

to Christ, clothed with Christ, and called to share His name, His life, His righteousness,
and His Kingdom purpose! She becomes His helpmate on earth as ordained and ordered
by Father God.

Just as marriage speaks of two lives entering a shared covenant, immersion baptism
proclaims the believer’s entrance into the communion of Christ and His Church.

The Bride is not a distant admirer waiting for the Bridegroom to establish a relationship

with her; she is His covenant treasure, purchased through His blood, cleansed by His Word,
and made one with Him through the Holy Spirit. Her life now proceeds from the life of her
Divine Risen Husband!

1 Corinthians 6:17 (AMP)
“But the one who is united and joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.”

We shall study the biblical text for substantial spiritual insight and understanding as it
distinguishes the believer’'s covenantal union with Christ from the Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
They belong to the same Bridegroom—Bride mystery, yet they portray different dimensions

of that relationship.

Immersion baptism may properly be understood as the believer’'s public covenantal
identification with Christ—being joined to Him in His death, burial, and resurrection.
It declares: “I belong to Christ; His death is my death, His resurrection life is now my life.”
However, Scripture does not explicitly call baptism the “consummation of marriage.”
However, the language is used spiritually, it is carefully defined as covenantal union
and not pressed into marital analogy (sex). Jesus is now spirit body, not flesh and blood.

As we employ the word "consummation" concerning immersion baptism, it would be clearest
to say: In immersion baptism, the believer openly embraces and bodily enacts the covenantal
union established by Christ and made living within us by the Holy Spirit. The believer enters
the waters identified with Christ’'s death and rises confessing participation in His Resurrection
Life: therefore, unmistakenly becoming one in Him in His Spiritual Body!

Jesus Himself uses a metaphor in Ephesians 5:23 (AMP)
23 For the husband is head of the wife, as Christ is head of the church,
Himself being the Savior of the Body.

[Note: Implied is that the Church is His Bride and He is the Husband...

not physically, but spiritually. A metaphor is a figure of speech that compares two different
things by saying that one thing is the other. Metaphors are figurative— they create meaning
beyond the literal meanings of their words.]

Romans 6:3-5 (AMP)

“Or are you ignorant of the fact that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? We have therefore been buried with Him through baptism into death,
so that just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory and power of the Father,

we too might walk habitually in newness of life [abandoning our old ways].

For if we have become one with Him by sharing a death like His, we will certainly also be one
with Him and share in the likeness of His Resurrection.”
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The dominant language here is participation and union: buried with Him,

raised with Him and made one with Him. Baptism is therefore not merely

an announcement that a relationship may begin someday. It visibly confesses

a union already created through faith and effected by the Holy Spirit! (past tense)

Galatians 3:27 (AMP)

“For all of you who were baptized into Christ [into a spiritual union with the Christ,
the Anointed] have clothed yourselves with Christ [that is, you have taken on His
characteristics and values].”

The Holy Spirit is the One who inwardly joins the believer to Christ.
Immersion baptism gives that invisible reality a visible, covenantal expression.

1 Corinthians 12:13 (AMP)

“For by one [Holy] Spirit we were all baptized into one body, [spiritually transformed—
united together] whether Jews or Greeks (Gentiles), slaves or free, and we were all
made to drink of one [Holy] Spirit [since the same Holy Spirit fills each life].”

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb presents another dimension of the Covenant Maker!
A supper is not the act that inwardly creates the “Marriage Supper” covenant.
It is the spiritual union recognition, public celebration and joyful feast arising from that covenant!

Revelation 19:7-9 (AMP)

“Let us rejoice and shout for joy! Let us give Him glory and honor, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come [at last] and His bride (the redeemed) has prepared herself. She has been permitted
to dress in fine linen, dazzling white and clean—for the fine linen signifies the righteous acts of
the saints. Then the angel said to me, ‘Write, “Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me [further], ‘These are the true and exact words of God.”

[Note: it is the righteous act of the born-again experience (humble repentance and obedience.)]

The imagery is corporate and celebratory! Revelation is not describing every believer undergoing
an individual baptismal experience only. It presents the whole redeemed people of God as the
prepared Bride, publicly revealed in purity, righteousness, victory, and fellowship with the Lamb!

1 Corinthians 14:26 (AMP)

What then is the right course, believers? When you meet together, each one has a psalm,
a teaching, a revelation (disclosure of special knowledge), a tongue, or an interpretation.
Let everything be constructive and edifying and done for the good of all the church.

The distinction between immersion baptism unity and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb
may therefore be expressed this way:
[Note” Observe the pertinent elements of first the Immersion Baptism followed
by contrast of the Marriage Supper of the Lamb]
1. Personal entrance into the visible confession of union with Christ.
Corporate celebration of Christ and His redeemed Bride.
2. ldentification with His death and resurrection.
Joyful manifestation and vindication of the covenant relationship.
3. The believer is clothed with Christ.
The Bride appears clothed in fine linen.
4. A covenantal enactment of belonging.
A covenantal feast of fellowship, triumph, and joy.
5. Centers upon participation in Christ.
Centers upon the public celebration of the Lamb’s victory [Worship and Praise meetings].
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Ephesians Chapter 5 joins these realities together. Christ loves His Bride and given

Himself for her, yet He continues washing, sanctifying, and preparing in glorious presentation
as allotments of His Body worship and praise Him sequentially around the world flowing

forth in the international time zones from time zone to time zone!

Celebration is a Divine expression demonstrated in the Kingdom of God!

God established Worship, Praise and Celebration Feasts!

They were focused upon provision and God has a purpose for everything He does!

Each feast served a specific purpose! Without exception, every feast pointed to its fulfilment
in the Lord Jesus Christ!

Before He gave Moses instructions regarding the feasts, however, the Lord ordained

a Sabbath — “a solemn rest, a holy convocation” (Leviticus 23:3).

This day was the foundation for the feasts and gave the people a solemn focus on worship
and thanksgiving to Almighty God (EI Shaddai).

Part of the purpose was remembrance as well as thanksgiving for what the Lord had done
for them. Observing the feasts according to God’s specified calendar kept Israel spiritually
separate from the surrounding nations. The feasts provided a template for proper worship!

The Covenant Feasts and the Marriage Supper of the Lamb

The sacred feasts of the Old Testament were far more than religious ceremonies placed
upon Israel’s calendar. They were God-appointed celebrations through which His covenant
people remembered His saving acts, rejoiced in His present provision, and anticipated

the greater Redemption still to be revealed. Through sacrifice, shared meals, thanksgiving,
worship, and holy assembly (convocations), God taught His people that covenant life was
not intended to be merely understood—it was to be remembered, experienced,

and celebrated together!

These feasts established a divine rhythm of remembrance and expectation. Israel looked
backward to what God had accomplished, upward in gratitude for His continuing faithfulness
and forward toward the fulfillment of His promises! Deliverance was remembered through

a meal. God’s provision was celebrated with rejoicing! The gathering of the harvest became
a prophetic testimony that the Lord would ultimately gather a people unto Himself.

The dwelling of God among His people was rehearsed through seasons of communal
worship and celebration!

[Note: Yes! However, there came the day when apostate Jews called for Christ’s Crucifixion!
And following it, began arresting and persecuting His followers. Saul of Tarsus (later converted
and named changed to Paul, an apostle), was one of the strong arm of the perverted Jewish
law makers!]

The feasts were therefore prophetic shadows cast backward into Israel’s history

by the approaching reality of Jesus Christ. Their sacrifices, bread, wine, harvests, lamps,
assemblies, and joyful meals pointed beyond themselves to the redeeming work

and abiding Presence of the Messiah!

Colossians 2:16-17 (AMP)

“Therefore let no one judge you in regard to food and drink or in regard to [the observance of]
a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath day. Such things are only a shadow of what is to come
and they have only symbolic value; but the substance [the reality of what is foreshadowed]
belongs to Christ.”

Calling these celebrations a shadow does not make them unimportant.
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The Church received Christ Himself—and in Him, the spiritual substance toward which every
biblical shadow pointed. What Israel celebrated prophetically through sacrifices, priesthood,
feasts, temple worship, covenant signs, and sacred assemblies, the Church receives as fulfilled
reality through union with the crucified, risen, and reigning Lord.

In Christ, the Church receives Redemption through His blood, forgiveness of sins, reconciliation
with the Father, and deliverance from the dominion of darkness. She receives the true Passover
Lamb, the Bread of Life, the Living Water, the Indwelling Holy Spirit, and direct access to God
through the once-for-all sacrifice of Jesus. She receives Christ as her eternal High Priest, her
Sabbath rest, her Covenant Husband, and her Reigning King!

The Church also receives what the feasts anticipated: deliverance in Christ our Passover;
resurrection and new creation in the Firstfruits; the outpouring and indwelling of the Holy Spirit
at Pentecost; the gathering of a holy people from every nation; the cleansing accomplished
through Christ’s atonement; and the abiding presence of God among His people.

The dwelling place once represented by the tabernacle and temple has become a living
people in whom God dwells by His Spirit.

Therefore, the Church does not merely inherit Israel’s ceremonial calendar in another form.
She receives the Person, Covenant, Life, Presence, and Kingdom that those celebrations
prophetically announced. The shadows outlined the promise; Christ brought the substance.
Israel celebrated what God would accomplish— the Church lives within what God has
accomplished in His Son!

The movement from Israel’s covenant feasts to the Marriage Supper of the Lamb

is therefore harmonious and continuous. The same God who gathered Israel around
tables of remembrance gathers the redeemed around the Lamb as we partake of His
Blood and His Body... the Table of the Lord; Eucharist, Communion.

The same God who commanded His people to rejoice over deliverance brings His Bride
into the celebration of complete Redemption. The same God who received the first portion
of the harvest rejoices over the gathering of a redeemed people from every tribe, tongue,
nation, and people. Special note: Observe that the whole world is not “harvested!”

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb gathers the spiritual meaning of the Covenant Feasts
into one magnificent image of fulfilled Salvation, Victorious fellowship, and Covenant joy!
Now! Today! Around the globe! The former celebrations repeatedly announced that God
would deliver, provide, dwell among His people, gather His harvest, and rejoice over them!
The Marriage Supper declares that these promises have found their substance in the Lamb
and His prepared Bride!

Revelation 19:7-9 (AMP)

“Let us rejoice and shout for joy! Let us give Him glory and honor, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come [at last] and His bride (the redeemed) has prepared herself. She has been permitted
to dress in fine linen, dazzling white and clean—for the fine linen signifies the righteous acts

of the saints. Then the angel said to me, ‘Write, “Blessed are those who are invited to the
marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me [further],

‘These are the true and exact words of God.”

The language of Revelation—rejoicing, glory, preparation, clothing, invitation, and supper—
belongs to the Covenantal world formed by Israel’s celebrations! The Marriage Supper is not
an isolated prophetic event without biblical ancestry! It is the culmination of the great scriptural
pattern in which God saves a people, gathers them into His Presence, clothes them
appropriately, provides the feast, and enjoins them in rejoice before Him!



Page 9... Covenant Maker

This connection had already been proclaimed by the prophets. They envisioned the completion
of God’s saving purpose as a magnificent feast prepared for all peoples, accompanied by the
spiritual removal of death, sorrow, and disgrace! Jesus is the Savior, He is the Rescuer!

He has made the Way to overcome death, sorrow and disgrace: transformation from mortal

to immortal!

Philippians 4:4-9 (AMP)

Rejoice in the Lord always [delight, take pleasure in Him]; again | will say, rejoice!

Let your gentle spirit [your graciousness, unselfishness, mercy, tolerance, and patience]

be known to all people. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious or worried about anything,

but in everything [every circumstance and situation] by prayer and petition with thanksgiving,
continue to make your [specific] requests known to God.

Isaiah 25:6—8 (AMP) Enjoy the imagery!

“On this mountain the Lord of hosts will prepare a lavish banquet for all peoples
[on the mountain of Zion], a banquet of aged wines, of choice pieces [flavored]
with marrow, of refined, aged wines. And on this mountain He will destroy

the covering [of the face] that is cast over the heads of all peoples, and the veil
[of profound wretchedness] that is woven and spread over all nations.

He will swallow up death [and abolish it] for all time. And the Lord God will wipe
away tears from all faces, and He will take away the disgrace of His people from
all the earth; for the Lord has spoken.”

The prophetic banquet and the Marriage Supper shares the same spiritual horizon:
the victory of divine life over death, the removal of estrangement, the gathering

of the nations, and the joy of unhindered fellowship with God!

This feast celebrates more than escape from judgment. It celebrates reconciliation,
communion, restoration, and the establishment of God’s righteous order through
the victorious Lamb! Now! Today!

Jesus brought this feast imagery directly into His proclamation of the Kingdom.

He compared the Kingdom to a wedding celebration prepared by a king for his son.
He sat at tables with those whom religious society had rejected.

He multiplied bread for the multitude.

He gave bread and wine to His disciples as signs of the Covenant established
through His own life. Through these actions, Jesus revealed that God’s Kingdom

is not merely a system of authority... it is the restored fellowship of God with humanity
through His Son!

At the Lord’s table, the Church remembers Christ’s accomplished sacrifice, participates
in present communion with Him and anticipates the full manifestation of His Kingdom!
Thus, the covenant meal moves from promise to fulfillment: Israel celebrated God’s
Redemptive acts in anticipation of Christ. His Bride celebrates His Redemptive acts
every time it assembles for worship and praise meetings! There is No postponement!

Matthew 18:20 (AMP)
For where two or three are gathered in My name [meeting together as My followers],
| am there among them.”

The Church celebrates Christ’s finished work in remembrance and present communion!
The Marriage Supper portrays unveiled corporate joy of the redeemed in the Lamb’s Victory.

The relationship between immersion baptism and the sacred feast is especially meaningful.
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In immersion baptism, the believer covenantally declares, “I have been joined to Christ

in His Death and Resurrection.” At the table, the covenant community declares, “We share
together in the life of the One to whom we have been joined.” In the Marriage Supper,

the whole prepared Bride rejoices: “The Lamb has prevailed, His Covenant purpose stands
fulfilled, and His redeemed people participate openly in His Life and Victory!” Now! Today!

The celebrations of the Old Testament therefore provide the covenantal foundation

for understanding the Marriage Supper.

They teach us that salvation produces remembrance, fellowship, thanksgiving, holiness,
generosity, gathering, and joy!

God does not merely rescue His people from bondage: He brings them to His table!

He does not merely pardon strangers: He forms a covenant family.

He does not merely gather individual believers: He prepares a corporate Bride!

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb carries these celebrations into their Christ-centered reality!
What was expressed through recurring sacred seasons is gathered into the Lamb Himself.
He is the sacrifice through whom deliverance comes, the bread by whom His people live,

the firstfruits guaranteeing the complete harvest, the indwelling Presence of God among
humanity: the Bridegroom who welcomes His redeemed people into Covenantal joy!

The Old Testament feasts and the Marriage Supper are therefore not opposing institutions
belonging to unrelated divine programs.

They are movements within one unfolding testimony.
The celebrations given to Israel formed the prophetic vocabulary through which God
revealed the salvation, fellowship, harvest, dwelling, and joy that reach their fuliness in Christ.

The feasts proclaimed in advance: “God will save, gather, dwell with, and rejoice over
His Covenant people!”

The Marriage Supper answers with triumphant celebration. It is a Now reality!
The Lamb has accomplished Redemption, the Bride has been Prepared,
and the Covenant Fellowship once foreshadowed is now revealed in its victorious expression!

Ephesians 5:25-33 (AMP) [Let these words soak into your heart]:

“‘Husbands, love your wives [seek the highest good for her and surround her with a caring,
unselfish love], just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that
He might sanctify the church, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word
[of God], so that [in turn] He might present the church to Himself in glorious splendor,
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy [set apart for God]
and blameless.” 28 Even so husbands should and are morally obligated to love their own
wives as [being in a sense] their own bodies. He who loves his own wife loves himself.

29 For no one ever hated his own body, but [instead] he nourishes and protects

and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, 30 because we are members (parts)

of His body. 31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall

be joined [and be faithfully devoted] to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.

32 This mystery [of two becoming one] is great; but | am speaking with reference

to [the relationship of] Christ and the church. 33 However, each man among you

[without exception] is to love his wife as his very own self [with behavior worthy

of respect and esteem, always seeking the best for her with an attitude of lovingkindness],
and the wife [must see to it] that she respects and delights in her husband [that she notices
him and prefers him and treats him with loving concern, treasuring him, honoring him,

and holding him dear].
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This reveals a relationship possessing both an already and an unfolding dimension.

The Church is already Christ’s beloved, already joined to Him, and already being nourished
by His Life. And the Bride is also being brought into the mature, visible expression of what
Christ has established!

The Marriage Supper should therefore not be reduced merely to a future banquet after
the Church has been removed from the world... In prophetic imagery, feasting frequently
represents covenant fellowship, salvation, Kingdom abundance, and shared participation
in God’s victory. Jesus Himself spoke of the Kingdom as a wedding feast,

and the Lord’s Supper already anticipates and proclaims this communion! Now! Today!

Revelation 19 portrays the triumphant disclosure of the relationship: the Bride has been
prepared, Babylon’s corrupt order has been judged, and the covenant people rejoice

in the victorious reign of the Lamb! Whether one understands this as having a decisive
historical fulfilment, a continuing spiritual realization, or an ultimate manifestation,

its essential meaning remains Covenantal Celebration—not the initial formation of union.

Immersion baptism is the believer’s covenantal identification with the crucified and risen
Bridegroom—the visible embrace of union with Christ through faith and the Holy Spirit.

The Marriage Supper of the Lamb is the corporate celebration, revelation, and triumph

of that union as the redeemed Bride rejoices in the victorious life of her Husband-King.
Baptism declares, “| am joined to Christ”; the Marriage Supper proclaims, “The Bride has
been prepared, the Lamb has prevailed, and their covenant fellowship is openly celebrated!”

Thus, baptism and the Marriage Supper are not competing interpretations!
Baptism is the Covenantal Enactment of Unity and Participation; the Marriage Supper
is the Covenantal Celebration of Fulfillment, Fellowship, and Victory!

The Holy Spirit seals this sacred union as the abiding Presence of the Bridegroom

within His Bride. The Spirit is not merely a token of a relationship that remains postponed!
He is the present pledge and living evidence that the Bride belongs to Christ!

Through the Spirit, the love, life, and Presence of the Bridegroom arise within her

as an unfailing fountain of love and eternal life.

Therefore, immersion baptism may be understood as a covenantal crossing.

The believer passes beneath the waters in identification with Christ’s death and rises

into the shared life of the Risen Bridegroom. The outward waters openly testify to the

inward union established by grace, embraced through faith, and sealed by the Holy Spirit.

In this sacred confession, burial becomes union, resurrection becomes shared life,

and covenant becomes abiding communion—*Christ in His Bride and His Bride living in Him!*

Hebrews 11:6 (AMP) A covenant reality:

But without faith it is impossible to [walk with God and] please Him,

for whoever comes [near] to God must [necessarily] believe that God exists
and that He rewards those who [earnestly and diligently] seek Him.

The emphasis rests upon “faith in the working of God.”
The Covenant Maker is the One who acts!
The believer must choose an action that agrees.

Holy Spirit joins the believer to His Son, brings the old identity to its covenant conclusion,
and raises the believer into newness of life. Immersion Baptism, therefore, declares

and consummates a sacred participation! What Christ accomplished through His Death
and Resurrection becomes the believer's shared Covenant Reality!
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Christ does not merely govern His Church, His Bride, as a distant entity.

He gives Himself for His Bride, cleanses her, and joins her to Himself in Covenant love!
The Church belongs to Him not simply by organizational association, but through intimacy
of a relationship established by His Blood Sacrifice on the Cross!

The Roman Empire used the cross as a public form of capital punishment.

Serious criminals and dissenters became a public spectacle as they died on crosses.
The cross was a show of authority and a reminder of what would happen if people

did not stay in their place. Dying on the cross was a very shameful way of punishment.
People really despised this form of punishment. Not only would you be put to death,
but you would be made a public spectacle for all to see.

The Covenant Maker used the Cross for His Divine Purpose!

Ephesians 5:25-27 (AMP)

“Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He might sanctify the church,
having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word [of God], so that [in turn] He might
present the church to Himself in glorious splendor.”

Matthew 16:18 (AMP)
... I will build My church; and the gates of Hades (death) will not overpower it
[by preventing the Resurrection of the Christ].

The Church is not a spiritual widow waiting for her Bridegroom to discover His authority!
She is the beloved people of the Risen Christ, joined to Him through the Covenant

He established. The washing, cleansing, and sanctifying described by Paul belong

to Christ’s continuing work of bringing His Bride in loving expression in the relationship
He has secured!

Ephesians 5:31-32 (AMP)

“For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother and shall be joined
[and be faithfully devoted] to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.

This mystery [of two becoming one] is great; but | am speaking with reference
to [the relationship of] Christ and the church.”

The” mystery” (which is no longer a mystery) is not merely that Christ loves His Church,

but that He brings His Bride into union with Himself! [Note: Yes! Many phases are nearly
alike! This is a demonstration of the teaching anointment. How many of you had to memorize
anything? Rote repetition facilitates learning important life values!]

The Covenant Maker does not remain forever separated from His “Covenant people”
whom He has redeemed and continues to gather into the Kingdom through His Spiritual Body!

He establishes a relationship of shared life, shared belonging, and shared spiritual inheritance.
Through Immersion Baptism, that union is openly declared and Covenantal embraced!
Consummation of this Covenant is sealed by Holy Spirit (the waters of eternal life of Christ!)

John 4:14 (AMP)

But whoever drinks the water that | give him will never be thirsty again.

But the water that | give him will become in him a spring of water [satisfying his thirst for God]
welling up [continually flowing, bubbling within him] to eternal life.”
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Ephesians 1:13-14 (AMP)

“In Him, you also, when you heard the word of truth, the good news of your salvation,

and [as a result] believed in Him, were stamped with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit
[the One promised by Christ] as owned and protected [by God]. The Spirit is the guarantee
[the first installment, the pledge, a foretaste] of our inheritance until the Redemption of God’s
own [purchased] possession.”

The doctrine that “the Church will be caught away to attend a wedding celebration in heaven
and afterward return with Christ to rule on earth” is a theological construction assembled

by combining several passages. No single biblical text presents that complete sequence!
Scripture speaks of believers being gathered to Christ, the Marriage Supper of the Lamb,
and the saints reigning with Him—but it does not plainly establish a seven-year removal

of the Church followed by her return to begin Christ’s kingship!

Ephesians 5:25-27 reveals something far deeper than an absent Bridegroom waiting

to retrieve a separated bride. Christ has already loved His Church, given Himself for her,
cleansed her, sanctified her, and joined her to Himself within the New Covenant!

Paul’s language is relational and present! Christ is actively bringing His people

into the glorious expression within the union His sacrifice was established!

The mystery is not that Christ will someday travel to obtain His Church (which is not supported
by scriptural text.) It is that Christ and His Church are already joined in Covenantal Union!

She is His Body, and He is her Head. She does not become His Bride by being transported

to heaven; she belongs to Him now!

1 Corinthians 6:17 (AMP) Paul similarly declared:
“But the one who is united and joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him.”

This Covenantal Union is “today” in full public manifestation! A marriage sealed by the Word
of God is established by covenant and subsequently celebrated, revealed, and brought into
mature expression! In the same way, Christ’'s Church is already His, while the glory of that
union continues to be disclosed... generation to generation!

What does “caught up” actually say?

The principal passage is 1 Thessalonians 4:16—-17. Paul says believers will be “caught up”
to “meet the Lord in the air.” He does not say they are then taken to heaven for seven years,
nor does he mention a wedding feast occurring during that interval. Those details must be
imported from a particular man-made prophetic system.

It is absolutely imperative that we contrast the Light of Truth against the suppositions of

Men and organizations in stringing a false theology in the minds of recently “born-again”
believers! No matter how many scriptures are used to develop a theology, beware of

he one who comes “as a light” to deceive! The following dialog is an example of the

false teaching of a “rapture” its purpose and timing and the elements that are used to sustain
the false doctrines!
https://www.gracecitychurch.tv/articles/end-times/end-times-the-marriage-and-marriage-supper-
of-the-lamb

The Greek word translated “meet” is *apantésis*. It was commonly used for going out
to welcome an arriving dignitary and accompany him in his arrival. The same pattern appears
when believers went out to meet Paul and then accompanied him in Rome in Acts 28:15.


https://www.gracecitychurch.tv/articles/end-times/end-times-the-marriage-and-marriage-supper-of-the-lamb
https://www.gracecitychurch.tv/articles/end-times/end-times-the-marriage-and-marriage-supper-of-the-lamb
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Acts 28:15 (AMP)

15 And the brothers and sisters, having heard news about us, came from as far away
as the Forum of Appius and Three Inns to meet us. When Paul saw them, he thanked
God and was encouraged.

It also appears in the Parable of the Virgins who went out to meet the bridegroom
and accompanied him to the wedding celebration in Matthew 25.

[Note: We have well presented being consummated with the Lord in discussion
of Immersion Baptism.]

Therefore, “meeting the Lord” does not naturally require Christ to reverse His direction
and remove the Church from the earth for an extended period. The passage emphasizes
reception, reunion, resurrection, transformation, and permanent communion!

1 Thessalonians 4:17
“And so we will always be with the Lord.”

Its triumphant declaration is not, “We shall temporarily escape the earth,”
but “We shall forever remain in inseparable fellowship with Christ.”

Let’s review: What is the Marriage Supper of the Lamb?

Revelation 19 presents the Marriage Supper through apocalyptic imagery. The Bride has
prepared herself and is clothed in “the righteous acts of the saints.” That language describes
a people whose Covenantal Identity has become visible through faithfulness, holiness,

and Kingdom obedience!

Revelation 19:7 (AMP)

“Let us rejoice and shout for joy! Let us give Him glory and honor,

for the Marriage of the Lamb has come [at last] and His bride (the redeemed)
has prepared herself.” (past tense)

Revelation does not say that the Bride escaped from the earth seven years earlier.
Nor does it explicitly place the marriage supper inside a seven-year heavenly interval.
The imagery announces the public vindication, celebration, and manifested glory of the
relationship between Christ and His redeemed people. It is written as past established
and not future: “has prepared.” It is finished! Not shall be prepared!

The wedding is therefore not the creation of a relationship that did not previously exist.
It is the current ongoing celebration and unveiling of a Covenantal Union established
through Christ’s Death, Resurrection, and Indwelling Spirit!

Is the Church waiting to reign?

The New Testament does not consistently postpone the Church’s participation
in Christ’s Reign until after a future wedding celebration.!

Christ is Reigning now, and believers have already been raised and seated
with Him spiritually! The Spiritual Body of Christ has already been “caught away!”

Ephesians 2:6 (AMP)

“And He raised us up together with Him [when we believed], and seated us with Him
in the heavenly places, [because we are] in Christ Jesus.”

Revelation, likewise speaks of Christ’s people as a kingdom and priests
who participate in His reign!
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Their authority is derived entirely from Him, their participation has already begun!
They Reign is through prayer, faithful witness, reconciliation, sacrificial service,
spiritual authority, truth, righteousness, and the proclamation of the Gospel—
not through earthly domination!

The Church is therefore not waiting for Christ to become King! Neither is Christ waiting
for the Church to be removed before He can exercise His authority! He presently reigns

at the Father’s “right hand,” and His Church presently participates in that Reign through
union with Him!

The Clearer Biblical Picture

Again, we present the Church is not a spiritual widow abandoned on earth while

her Bridegroom remains occupied elsewhere. Neither is she merely an engaged stranger
awaiting her first true union with Christ. She is His Covenant People—purchased by His blood,
joined to Him by the Spirit, sharing His Life, bearing His name, and being prepared for the
unveiled splendor of all He has already secured! As time moves forward the church through
“Harvest imagery” multiplies through all nations regardless of the mass and current persecutions
by grossly evil hearted people and organizations... who are possessed by the spirit of kill, steal
and destroy!

A future appearing of Christ does not manufacture the current spiritual union!

It reveals it! It does not inaugurate Christ’s authority as though He had not already been
enthroned! It openly manifests the glory of His Reign! It does not transform a defeated and
abandoned Church into His Bride! It discloses the mature glory of the people who have been
living in Covenant Fellowship with Him! It is NOW... Today!

Disenchanted, however, not all of the nearly 50,000 religious organizations and fellowships
have received the Light of Truth!

The Church does not leave in order to become united with Christ. She is gathered, transformed,
and revealed because she is already united with Him!

Thus, the biblical movement is not fundamentally:

*abandonment — escape — heavenly wedding — return — Christ begins to Reign.*

It is:

*covenant — union — cleansing — maturity — manifestation — everlasting communion.*

Again and again we read the biblical text whereby Christ loved His Church and gave Himself
for her. He presently sanctifies her by His Word and Spirit. He Reigns within and through her!
And He is bringing her into the glorious, visible expression of the union that His finished work
has already established! The Lord of Great Changes is moving against the forces that enslaves
humanity in the earth! NOW! Not by a postponed distance future whereby the mantra

is “Jesus is Coming!” Are you ready?

Change is the seal of God’s declaration of ownership, authenticity, protection, and inheritance!
The Church is not left to wonder whether the Covenant Maker remembers His promise!

Consult the document “Kingdom of Divine Motion” on HGMI Inner Chambers.

Holy Spirit Himself bears witness that the Covenant belongs to God and that those
joined to Christ are His purchased possession! Thus, Immersion Baptism and the sealing
of Holy Spirit are not competing realities. They testify together to one Covenant Union.
Through faith, the believer is identified with Christ in His death and Resurrection!
Through Holy Spirit, the believer is Sealed as belonging to Him.


https://www.thepropheticvoice.com/inner_chambers.html
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The outward declaration and the inward divine witness point to the same glorious truth:
the Covenant Maker has joined His people to Himself and established His life within them!

This Covenant union explains why Christ is called the First Fruits.

1 Corinthians 15:20 (AMP)
“But now [as things really are] Christ has in fact been raised from the dead, and He became
the first fruits [that is, the first to be resurrected with an incorruptible, immortal body].”

First fruits are never the entire harvest! They are the beginning, guarantee, and revelation
of what follows. Christ’'s Resurrection was not an isolated marvel intended only to demonstrate
His personal triumph.

His Resurrection opened the way for the multiplication of His Life within those who belong
to Him. What appeared first in Christ becomes the shared inheritance of His people!

Here the covenant principle becomes unmistakable:

Blessing produces increase, and increase produces multiplication.
[Note: Based upon 1 Corinthians 3:6 (AMP)

| planted, Apollos watered, but God [all the while] was causing the growth.]

From the beginning, God’s blessing carried the power of fruitfulness.

Genesis 1:28 (AMP)

“And God blessed them [granting them certain authority] and said to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply,
and fill the earth.”

That original blessing reaches its deepest fulfilment in Jesus Christ.

The first creation was called to multiply natural life. The New Creation is brought into the
multiplication of Resurrection Life. Christ is the First Fruits, and His people become

the continuing evidence of the Harvest He began. Jesus Himself described this mystery
through the image of a grain of wheat.

John 12:24 (AMP)

“l assure you and most solemnly say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth
and dies, it remains alone [just one grain, never becoming more]. But if it dies, it produces
much grain and yields a harvest.”

Christ entered death as the one Seed, but He rose to bring forth a multiplied harvest!
His death was not the termination of His life. It became the opening through which His
Life would be shared with many. The blessing of the New Covenant is therefore not
merely preservation. It is increase! It is expansion! It is the multiplication of Christ’s Life
in sons and daughters brought into the family of God!

Romans 8:29 (AMP)

“For those whom He foreknew [and loved and chose beforehand], He also predestined

to be conformed to the image of His Son [and ultimately share in His complete sanctification],
so that He would be the firstborn [the most beloved and honored] among many believers.”

Christ is not merely the Firstborn of sonship. He is the firstborn among many!

The Covenant Maker’s purpose is the multiplication of the Son’s likeness within a people
who share His Life. Blessings increase! Increase becomes multiplication! Multiplication becomes
the visible expansion of the Kingdom through lives transformed by Christ.

His Resurrection, however, was not a return to ordinary mortality.
Lazarus was raised but remained subject to death. Christ rose into the Incorruptible Life
of the New Covenant.
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The Law of the Spirit. His resurrected body was real, identifiable, and capable

of being touched, yet it was no longer imprisoned within the limitations of a mortal existence!
[Stop and reflect upon this past statement! It brings clarity to Christ’s personal body and to His
Spiritual Body, His Bride!]

1 Corinthians 15:44 (AMP)
“It is sown a natural body [mortal, suited to earth]; it is raised a spiritual body [immortal,
suited to heaven].”

The expression “spiritual body” does not mean an unreal body or a body without substance.
It describes a body fully governed and animated by the Spirit, no longer subject to corruption,
weakness, or death. Christ’s Resurrection was not the abandonment of bodily reality. It was
bodily life transformed in glory! This is why the Risen Jesus could stand among His disciples
despite closed doors, show them the marks of His crucifixion, and eat in their presence!

He was not less real after His Resurrection.

He was more fully revealed in the power of indestructible life.

The life now given to believers through Holy Spirit comes from this Risen Christ!

[Note: Jesus was flesh and blood. He was Crucified, died and was buried! Through death
He was Resurrected! Do you “see” the pattern He established? Death was conquered by
mortality becoming immortal! Transformed by the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:53 (AMP)
For this perishable [part of us] must put on the imperishable [nature], and this mortal
[part of us that is capable of dying] must put on immortality [which is freedom from death].

Although believers still experience physical mortality, their present spiritual life is already drawn
from the One who has passed beyond death. The fullness of resurrection glory is not reduced
to present experience, but present experience is already transformed by participation in His
Resurrection Life!

Colossians 3:1-4 (AMP)

“Therefore if you have been raised with Christ [to a new life, sharing in His Resurrection
from the dead], keep seeking the things that are above, where Christ is, seated

at the right hand of God.” (Seated, given all power and authority in heaven and earth)

The believer’s life is not defined exclusively by the fading conditions of the natural world!

A deeper reality has been established! Through Covenant union with Christ, the believer
participates in a life whose source is from above, whose power comes through Holy Spirit,
and whose final destiny cannot be controlled by death! This Resurrection life is inseparable
from Christ’s present Reign! The One who rose from the dead did not rise merely to wait
for authority. He was exalted and enthroned!

Acts 2:33 (AMP)
“Therefore having been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father
the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this blessing which you both see and hear.”

Pentecost was not evidence that Christ’'s Reign had been delayed.
It was evidence that He had been enthroned!

From the right hand of the Father, (Jesus received all power and authority).

The Risen Christ poured out Holy Spirit upon His people. As He had promised!

The Spirit’'s Presence within the Spiritual Church demonstrates that the King already
occupies His place and crowning of power and authority!



Page 18... Covenant Maker

[Of the 50,000 or so, Sorrowfully, many limit His power!
Religion is based upon men’s rules. Worship is freedom in the Spirit!]

Revelation 3:21 (AMP)

“‘He who overcomes [the world through believing that Jesus is the Son of God],

| will grant to him [the privilege] to sit beside Me on My throne, as | also overcame
and sat down beside My Father on His throne.”

This glorious promise to sit beside Christ reveals that He does not merely rescue
believers from the dominion of the world—He brings them into participation in His own
victorious Life and present Reign as we continue to be assured of His Will and His Ways!
Jesus overcame sin, death, the grave, and every hostile power!

His seated position declares that His sacrifice is finished, His victory is complete,

and His Kingdom Reign is already established!

The believer overcomes, not through human strength or personal perfection, but through

faith in Jesus Christ and living in union with Him via the Word of God and Holy Spirit.

We live by faith to actively engage in His Kingdom patterns! We are joined to the victorious Son,
His triumph is the foundation of our triumph! We do not struggle to create a victory

that has not yet occurred! We stand within the victory Christ has already accomplished!

To sit beside Christ upon His throne signifies far more than a future reward! It reveals the
believer’s present spiritual position in Him. Those who belong to Christ have been raised
from spiritual death and seated with Him in the heavenly realm! This is the evidence of His
promise (His Covenant) to eternal life throughout eternity!

The throne is the place of fellowship, authority, rest, discernment, and Kingdom responsibility.
Christ shares His Reign with His overcoming people so that His wisdom, righteousness,
reconciliation, and transforming power may be expressed through them in the earth!

His Church is not pictured as abandoned, defeated, or waiting helplessly for Christ

to become King. Nor is it waiting for Him to return to earth to do what He has provided
His Body to do! The Bride is seated in union with her reigning King! With and in Him
she is commissioned to reveal His Victorious Life working in unity among the nations!

The pattern is unmistakable! Christ overcame and sat down with His Father.

Those who overcome through faith are invited to sit with Christ! The Father shared

His throne with the Victorious Son, and the Son shares His throne with His Victorious Bride!
This is not equality with God, but gracious participation in the authority and inheritance of Christ!
We reign only because we are in Him, under Him, are dependent upon Him and walk in His
patterns! Of the 50,000 there are many that will hear Christ say:

Matthew 7:23 (AMP)
And then | will declare to them publicly, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me
[you are banished from My presence], you who act wickedly [disregarding My commands].’

Revelation 3:21 therefore unveils the dignity of our union with Christ. The overcoming believer
is not merely standing before the throne as a distant servant but is welcomed beside Christ

as a Covenant Heir. His throne becomes the place from which we face adversity, proclaim
reconciliation, resist darkness, and advance His Kingdom—not anxiously striving for victory,
but faithfully expressing the victory of the One who has already overcome the world!

The throne is not vacant! The King is not absent from His authority! The Son of David
has been exalted, and His Kingdom is already operative!
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His Reign is not confined to a future political arrangement or dependent upon
the establishment of another earthly throne! He rules from the heavenly realm,
possessing authority that reaches beyond geographical boundary and earthly institution.

John 18:36 (AMP)
“‘Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world [nor does it have its origin in this world].

Christ’s Kingdom is not imaginary because it is not worldly. It is greater than every earthly
kingdom because its origin, power, and authority come from the One God, the Godhead!

It does not depend upon political borders, military strength, or preservation of earthly systems.
It advances through the Revelation of the Light of Christ, the proclamation of His Gospel,

and the transforming work of Holy Spirit.

Colossians 1:13 (AMP)
“For He has rescued us and has drawn us to Himself from the dominion of darkness
and has transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son.”

The language is present and accomplished! He has rescued us! He has transformed us!
He has transferred us! Believers are not standing outside the Kingdom waiting for it to begin.
They have been brought into the Kingdom of the Son through His Covenant work!

It is each believer’s responsibility to walk in Christ’s patterns and His commands.

Yet the wonder becomes even greater. Christ’'s Reign is not only above His people

sitting on the Promised Eternal Throne of David! His life is within them via the Word of God
and the indwelling Holy Spirit who in all things represents and re-presents the Son,

our Lord and Savior!

Colossians 1:27 (AMP)
“Christ in you, the hope and guarantee of [realizing the] glory.”

The Covenant Maker makes it known the enthroned Christ is not distant from His Body,
His Bride, His people, His Church! The life that conquered death becomes the life
operating within the believer! His Presence does not eliminate the believer’s individuality;
the believer’s identity is transformed (Changed) through participation in His Divine Light
of Truth and Light of Life!!

Galatians 2:20 (AMP)
“I have been crucified with Christ [that is, in Him | have shared His crucifixion];
it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me.”

This is the life we now to live! We do not merely remember that Christ once died and rose!
We live from the present reality that His death ended the old order of our bondage

and His Resurrection Life now animates the New Creation within us.

We are New Creatures! The believer’s existence becomes a testimony that

the Covenant Maker has not only acted for His people but now lives in His people!

Here the meaning of “Consummation” must be carefully understood.

In Christ, the decisive work of Redemption has already been accomplished.

The New Covenant has been ratified, the sacrifice accepted, the grave defeated,
the King enthroned, and Holy Spirit given! Nothing needs to be added to make
Christ’s work sufficient! His declaration, “It is finished,” remains eternally true!

At the same time, what has been fully secured in Christ continues to unfold

in the lives of His people and throughout destiny of His Kingship.
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The New Covenant is complete in its foundation, and its glory continues to be manifested!
The union is real, but its implications continue to be discovered!

Victory is established, but its consequences continue to be revealed!

These two distinctions are not a contradiction. They are the differences between

an accomplished reality and the progressive unveiling of that reality.

A seed contains the life of the harvest before the harvest becomes visible.

The Covenant Blessing is already present within the Seed, yet increase and multiplication
unfold over time. In the same way, everything necessary for the New Creation has been
accomplished in Christ, while the visible expression of that accomplishment continues

to grow through His people.

2 Corinthians 3:18 (AMP)

“And we all, with unveiled face, continually seeing as in a mirror the glory

of the Lord are progressively being transformed into His image from [one degree of]
glory to [even more] glory.”

The transformation is progressive, but its source is already present. Believers do not move
from the absence of Christ toward the possibility of Christ. They move from one expression
of His indwelling glory to a fuller expression of that same glory... “Glory to Glory!”

He comes to dwell within His people through the Holy Spirit. His Presence is not postponed

until the end of history. It is a present Covenant Reality! Whatever future consummation remains
within God’s purpose will not begin Christ’s reign, terminate His spiritual presence, or replace
His present Kingdom. It will reveal more fully the reign that already belongs to Him and that
continues forever and ever!

The distinction is between an age reaching its appointed completion and Christ’s Kingdom
reaching an end. Ages may begin and conclude; earthly systems may rise and fall; covenant
administrations may change—but Jesus Christ remains the same, and His throne endures
forever!

Hebrews 13:8 (AMP)
“Jesus Christ is [eternally changeless, always] the same yesterday and today and forever.”

Thus, “the end of history” is not the end of Christ dwelling with humanity. If anything, Scripture
directs us toward the opposite conclusion: temporal history is being gathered into the everlasting
reality of God dwelling with His people. Christ does not come merely to visit and later depart.

He comes to inhabit, transform, fill, and eternally unite His people with Himself.

Revelation likewise contains several declarations that Christ was coming “quickly,” “soon,”
or that the appointed time was “near.” Those statements were addressed to seven actual
first-century churches in Asia. They should not automatically be detached from their original
audience and stretched across thousands of years. Christ threatened, for example,

to “come” to particular congregations in either disciplinary judgment or covenantal visitation.

Revelation 2:5 (AMP)

“So remember the heights from which you have fallen, and repent [change your inner self—
your old way of thinking, your sinful behavior—seek God’s will] and do the works you did

at first; otherwise, | will visit you and remove your lampstand (the church, its impact)

from its place—unless you repent.”

The passage clearly does not mean that Christ would descend bodily to establish
a millennial throne every time He “came” to correct a church.
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It describes the active exercise of His present Lordship.

The apostles proclaimed that Christ was already enthroned after His Resurrection

and Ascension. Peter announced that God had raised Jesus to sit upon David’s throne—
not that He must someday leave His present position to occupy another throne made

of earthly materials.

As God desired to give mankind a full understanding of Himself, He always presented
His relationship as a Covenant Husband to a Bride.

This theme can be observed from Genesis through Revelation.

The best Biblical Book to observe the foundation of Covenant is in Deuteronomy.
Genesis gives the "first mentioned principle" into the covenant caring, keeping,

and the protecting character of a faithful Husband.

We will continue to see these traits as we progress in this study (of His bride, Israel.)

Let us begin to examine this theme and how it may be observed throughout the full Canon

of the Old and New Covenant. God both gives Law and exercises Law in which to rule in
Righteousness! This factor is very important as we study the attributes of Holy Ghost!

Father God is the One Who established the principles of Life and gave mankind the command
to exercise dominion over the earth!

In the creation, He made man and woman and herein began administration of peace upon
a world that had been void, without form and filled with darkness. God made covenant with
mankind from the very beginning. He instructed them to care, guard and keep the garden
and not to take of the "tree of knowledge of good and evil (blessings and curses)."

In the administration of His creation, God established a legal and binding agreement or treaty
for His subjects. As we grasp the significance of this "peace treaty" we are able to see a Triune
God administrating dominion both in heaven and earth and see that both good and evil are

to be ruled! Yes, God has rule and judgment over His created creatures! He made all things

to His glory as His glory reflects His image as He fills all things in heaven and earth!

Question? What was Adam male and Adam female to care, guard and keep?

They were to exercise the will of God in the earth. God had given them power and a free will
to exercise His commands. They were to protect the perfect relationship in daily communion
in God’s Presence. What best describes their care, guard and keeping the Garden?

What Adam—male and female—were commanded to care (for), guard, and keep was more
than cultivated ground. The Garden represented a God-ordered realm entrusted to humanity,
a place of God’s presence, God’s will, and human obedience existed in unhindered fellowship!

Genesis 2:15 (AMP) is especially significant:

“The LORD God took the man and settled him in the Garden of Eden to cultivate and keep it.”
The Hebrew words deepen the meaning. “Cultivate” (‘abad) carries the sense of working,
serving, or ministering, while “keep” (§amar) means to guard, watch over, preserve, protect,
and carefully maintain.

Adam was not merely the gardener of Eden; humanity was entrusted
with stewardship of what God had established!

* Guardians of God’s Divine Order

They were to serve what God had established, guard what God had entrusted, and preserve
the order God had spoken into being. Their dominion was never independent authority.
It was delegated authority exercised under God's authority.
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Genesis 1:26—28 establishes that they were given dominion, but Genesis 2:16-17
establishes the boundary: their authority remained subject to the Word of God.

Genesis 1:26-28 (AMP)

26 Then God said, “Let Us (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) make man in Our image, according

to Our likeness [not physical, but a spiritual personality and moral likeness]; and let them
have complete authority over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the cattle, and over

the entire earth, and over everything that creeps and crawls on the earth.”

27 So God created man in His own image, in the image and likeness of God He created him;
male and female He created them. 28 And God blessed them [granting them certain authority]
and said to them, “Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, and subjugate it [putting it under your
power]; and rule over (dominate) the fish of the sea, the birds of the air, and every living thing
that moves upon the earth.”

Genesis 2:16-17 (AMP)

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, “You may freely (unconditionally) eat

[the fruit] from every tree of the garden; 17 but [only] from the tree of the knowledge (recognition)
of good and evil you shall not eat, otherwise on the day that you eat from it, you shall most
certainly die [because of your disobedience

This makes the command to “keep” the Garden particularly profound.

They were guarding not merely trees, plants, and geographical territory, but the sanctity

of communion with God and obedience to His revealed will. The serpent's intrusion therefore
challenged precisely what Adam and Eve had been entrusted to keep. The fundamental failure
was not agricultural; it was spiritual stewardship. Instead of guarding God's Word against
contradiction, they permitted another word to challenge what God had spoken.

There is also an important distinction concerning free will!

God gave them genuine capacity to choose, but their freedom was not authority
to redefine God's will. Their freedom gave meaningful expression to obedience.
They could willingly say, in effect: “What God has spoken shall govern what has
been entrusted to us.”

So, we can summarize in this way:

Adam male and Adam female were appointed as stewards and guardians of God's

divine order upon the earth. They were to cultivate what God had given, guard what

God had established, preserve the sanctity of His Word, and exercise delegated dominion

in continual fellowship with His Presence. Their keeping of the Garden was therefore more
than caring for creation—it was faithfully maintaining within their entrusted realm the will, order,
and purpose of God.

And that makes Genesis 3 especially revealing: the first attack upon humanity's dominion

was an attack upon God's Word— “Has God really said...?”

The Garden was lost at precisely the point where the “Word” of which Adam
was commissioned to keep was no longer tended or guarded!

From the beginning, Satan was a defeated foe. He stole man's position of grace

in the perfect state in the same manner He stole God’s grace upon 1/3 of the angels

of heaven. There was guile (fraud, treachery, deceit, cunning) in Satan’s mouth

in heaven and guile in his mouth in the Garden.

He planted the seeds of guile that manifested rebellion, a fruit of unrighteousness (evil)
and his cunning ‘word-seed’ that resulted in wrath, the judgment sentence of death

to the angels in heaven and to mankind in the earth.
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John 10:10a (AMP)
The thief comes only in order to steal and kill and destroy.

Adam and Eve suffered both spiritual and physical death in the covenant judgment
and lost the blessing of the full power endowed to them in the dominion mandate.
Since the Lord Jesus has fulfilled all things, we need to be sensitive of those things
the Bible has declared and revealed!

How do we learn of the things He has revealed ?

God honors His Word above His name doesn't He?

He honors His Son, the Word manifested in flesh, sinless and without guile above all things!
Have you ever thought about why the Holy Spirit had the word "guile" penned?

1 Peter 2:22 AMP

22 He was guilty of no sin, neither was deceit (guile) ever found on His lips.
23 When He was reviled and insulted, He did not revile or offer insult in return;
[when] He was abused and suffered, He made no threats [of vengeance];

but he trusted [Himself and everything] to Him Who judges fairly.

This declaration enables us to clearly see the contrast of righteousness to unrighteousness.
We see the foundations built into the New Covenant through and by God’s Son, Jesus Christ!

Let us dig into our study and ask the question: What does Covenant reveal?

The beauty of asking the proper questions is that the Holy Spirit will lead us

into the Word of God and shine His light upon it that we may receive the divine nuggets!

The following five steps are both applicable to the principles of Life on the earth and in heaven.

Have you prayed the "Lord's Prayer?

Is it simply something you do?

Do you pray it expecting to hear and see God answer the petition?
Do you believe what you pray?

Are you amenable to an open heaven demonstrated on earth?

The insights into Covenant are golden threads that weave through every aspect

of God's Word. God's Covenants are legal and binding agreements or treaties.

He honors His Word!

Here are five points in regard to God answering the Divine model prayer:

“things be done in earth as they are in heaven.”

The things of heaven and things of earth are revealed in Covenant...

1. An Identification of the One who rules... the King or originator of the agreement.

2. The historical events that are the foundations and purposes for which a covenant
was established.

3. The conditions, stipulations, and terms for governance of the agreement..
(ie. Humility and Repentance (The guide to citizenship in the Kingdom of God.)

4. The sanctions...spells out the warning or promise of judgment to offenders.

5. Succession... a system of reconfirming the treaty upon the death of the originator, the ruler.
It specifies the provisions and administration (mediator) of completing the judgments
(blessings or curses) upon the subjects and future generations. Jesus is the mediator!

Note: For an in depth study of this pattern, written in his own unique style, see Ray Sutton,
The free download “That You May Prosper: Dominion Covenant”):
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupid?key=0lbp2957 1



https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupid?key=olbp29571
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupid?key=olbp29571
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/webbin/book/lookupid?key=olbp29571
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The Holy Bible is an Apostolic — Prophetic Resource about covenants.
It is God's written revelation of Himself! It is written to reveal God's love for mankind!

It takes the principles and actions of judgment (good and evil) and coming to us
via the Word and Holy Spirit as the Lord Jesus Christ is the mediator between God
and mankind. It is the account of His relationship with both the physical church

of the wilderness and the spiritual church, the Body of Christ.

Without Covenant there would be no Biblical history.

Without Covenant there would be no need of Law.

Covenant gives meaning to Law.

Without Covenant there would be no need for prophets.

Covenant gives meaning to prophecy!

Question? How does prophecy give meaning to God's Covenants?
Answer: Biblical prophecy is the decree, declaration and proclamation for evaluation
of man's ethical actions toward God's Word of commands and promises!

Old Covenant Law of Sin and Death: Deuteronomy 6:5 (AMP)
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and mind
and with all your soul and with all your strength [your entire being].

New Covenant Law of the Spirit: Matthew 22:37 (AMP)
And Jesus replied to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’

Biblical prophecy is not "prediction" in the occult sense of "seers" such as Nostradamus,

Edgar Cayce, and Jean Dixon. Old Testament Prophets were God's legal emissaries

to Israel and the nations as "prosecuting attorneys" bringing announcement of God's Covenant
Lawsuit against the offenders of the Covenant.

They decreed a judgment message from God against the rebellious violators.

God administrated His wrath and vengeance according to the stipulations of the Covenant.
The Lord Jesus told the disciples on the mount of Olives what they could expect to experience
during their lifetime in the 24th chapter of Matthew. He spoke about the desolation that would
be sent to apostate Israel. He also revealed the same to the Beloved John in Revelation.

The Book of Revelation is a prophecy of Covenant. It demonstrates wrath against apostate
Israel which irrevocably turned away from the Covenant in her total rejection of Christ.

The Book of Revelation gives commandments to keep. The 1st century saints were to heed
its instructions. Jesus had proclaimed to His disciples on Mount Olive the coming of the
Great Tribulation. Now, He instructs John to write and distribute to the seven churches
what John hears and sees coming upon them that they may know He is alive, and rules

as the King of kings and Lord of lords!

John warned that the time was near which emphasized the contemporary relevance
of the prophecy. He repeated the warning at the end of the Book.

Revelation 22:6-7 AMP

6 And he [of the seven angels further] said to me, These statements are reliable (worthy

of confidence) and genuine (true). And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets,

has sent His messenger (angel) to make known and exhibit to His servants what must soon
come to pass. 7 And behold, | am coming speedily. Blessed (happy and to be envied) is he
who observes and lays to heart and keeps the truths of the prophecy (the predictions,
consolations, and warnings) contained in this [little] book.
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Revelation 22:10 AMP 10 And he [further] told me, Do not seal up the words of the prophecy
of this book and make no secret of them, for the time when things are brought to a crisis and
the period of their fulfillment is near.

The ancient world, A.D. 67-70, would soon be shook and kingdoms would crumble

to their foundation. First century Christians needed the Revelation John recorded

as to what he heard, saw and wrote of Jesus Christ on the promised eternal throne

of David ruling the nations. It was to be a steady guide during the period of dramatic

change which was to come. The end of their known world was coming, the "Last Days"

of the Old World order, the governing of the world around the central sanctuary in Jerusalem
was to be destroyed in their generation! God had established a new nation, a new priesthood,
a new humanity worshiping in the new sanctuary!

The Spiritual church, Spiritual Israel, New Jerusalem, Spiritual Mt. Zion, The Body of Christ,
Is the New Heaven and Earth in which the New Creation (the “born-again” spirit earth man)
receives Heaven’s Divine heart and soul! The 1st century Christians needed this revelation
knowledge of the Lord! Jesus, Himself fulfilled the First Covenant and the Last Covenant

in His Resurrection and Ascension to the Promised Eternal Throne of David and established
of the Law of the Spirit!

Ephesians 2:19-22 AMP 19

Therefore you are no longer outsiders (exiles, migrants, and aliens, excluded from the rights
of citizens), but you now share citizenship with the saints (God's own people, consecrated
and set apart for Himself); and you belong to God's [own] household. 20 You are built upon
the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus Himself the chief Cornerstone.
21 In Him the whole structure is joined (bound, welded) together harmoniously, and it
continues to rise (grow, increase) into a holy temple in the Lord [a sanctuary dedicated,
consecrated, and sacred to the presence of the Lord]. 22 In Him [and in fellowship with one
another] you yourselves also are being built up [into this structure] with the rest, to form

a fixed abode (dwelling place) of God in (by, through) the Spirit.

1 Corinthians 3:17b AMP
For the temple of God is holy (sacred to Him) and that [temple] you [the believing church
and its individual believers] are.

1 Corinthians 6:19 AMP

19 Do you not know that your body is the temple (the very sanctuary) of the Holy Spirit

Who lives within you, Whom you have received [as a Gift] from God?

You are not your own, the Lord of Glory, Jesus Christ, had ascended to the throne of David and
the ungodly rulers of Israel were resisting His authority by persecuting His brethren. The suffering
of Christians was not a sign that the Lord had deserted His followers nor abandoned the world to
the devil. In the contrary, their persecutions revealed that He was the Ruling King. If the Lordship
of Jesus Christ was historically meaningless, the ungodly would not have had reason to pursue
the Christians. But instead, the hate possessed Jewish leaders, persecuted those who responded
to the Gospel and followed Christ. The Jewish leaders continued to demonstrate their
unwillingness to recognize King Jesus' supremacy over their rule.

The holocaust (Great Tribulation) of A.D. 70 was the restitution demanded for the theft

and slaughter of the Old Testament prophets, the Crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ

and the New Testament martyrs! This A.D. 70 judgement took place 40 years after

the Ascension and Enthronement of Christ. He was Crowned King by Father God giving

all power and authority in heaven and earth. The Father Sent the outpouring of the Holy Ghost!
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The Covenant is spelled out in Deuteronomy 18:23 -29 and in the Book of Leviticus.
You are encouraged to read them that they will demonstrate what is being written here
regarding the wrath and vengeance of God!

The Great Tribulation and total destruction of Jerusalem Temple was a legal action against
violation of the Covenant, a pre-disclosed judgement that came upon Jerusalem A.D. 66
through A.D. 70. Today's traditional church has mostly delayed Christ's kingship. How?
Many have barred the Holy Spirit from active participation in their services! They have been
reduced to the “letter of the law” and man-made programs. He is referred to as a third party,
a thing, an anointing giving legitimacy to a power, whereby He is a Divine Person co-equal
with God the Father and the Son of God!

Holy Spirit is spoken of but not sought to lead and guide the services. Especially, He is reduced
to an it and not honored as “He.” Scores of believers are trapped in doctrines of "futurists," and
"doom sayers" by presupposing Christ is going to "rapture" a weak church out of a coming doom
and holocaust and then return and set up an earthly throne.

They promote that... His kingdom and rule is in the future and as such it cannot be
the victorious and powerful church Jesus himself proclaimed in His advent to earth.

Matthew 16:18 AMP ...I will build My church, and the gates of Hades (the powers
of the infernal region) shall not overpower it [or be strong to its detriment or hold out against it].

Our Bible records that Christians since the 1st century are to be victorious on earth
and have the call to rule and reign with the King! Jesus Christ seated in "heavenly places!"

Ephesians 2:6-8 AMP

6 And He raised us up together with Him and made us sit down together [giving us joint
seating with Him] in the heavenly sphere [by virtue of our being] in Christ Jesus (the Messiah,
the Anointed one). 7 He did this that He might clearly demonstrate through the ages to come
the immeasurable (limitless, surpassing) riches of His free grace (His unmerited favor) in [His]
kindness and goodness of heart toward us in Christ Jesus 8 For it is by free grace (God's
unmerited favor) that you are saved (delivered from judgment and made partakers of Christ's
salvation) through [your] faith. And this [salvation] is not of yourselves [of your own doing,

it came not through your own striving], but it is the gift of God;

Yes! God is Love. God is Faith. God is Good. God is Merciful. God is powerful!

God is also a God of righteous indignation when mankind continues to ignore the Scriptures
and deny His Lordship and Kingship which has been operational for 2000+ years!

God is patient for His people to trust in Him and yield to His pattern for building His Church
and extending the Kingdom of Heaven throughout the earth! Jesus Christ declared His work
was completed on the Cross of Salvation! He said, “It is Finished!”

What should we do with the following verses? Should we cut them out of our Bibles?

Perhaps we should just ignore them if they do not fit into our "theology."

Better yet, let's justify their value as nullified since we now have the New Covenant!

Who needs the Old Testament? Jesus set us free. There is no condemnation!

| can do what | want! The Law of Sin and Death is not in force anymore... BUT, what about this?

Nahum 1:2-3 (AMP)

2 The Lord is a jealous God and avenging; the Lord avenges and He is full of wrath.
The Lord takes vengeance on His adversaries and reserves wrath for His enemies.
3 The Lord is slow to anger and great in power and will by no means clear the guilty.
The Lord has His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust
of His feet!
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Exodus 34:6-7 (AMP)

6 Then the Lord passed by in front of him, and proclaimed, “The Lord, the Lord God,
compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth
(faithfulness); 7 keeping mercy and lovingkindness for thousands, forgiving iniquity and
transgression and sin; but He will by no means leave the guilty unpunished, visiting
(avenging) the iniquity (sin, guilt) of the fathers upon the children and the grandchildren
to the third and fourth generations [that is, calling the children to account for the sins

of their fathers].”

Can we open our hearts and minds to the whole council of God?
Can we rightly divide the Word of God?

His coming in the clouds brings judgment and deliverance in history!

When we understand and study God's cloud, we see the revelation and demonstration

of His Throne; (the seat of all power and authority) He is the King! His Covenant provides
that He comes to protect His people and destroy the wicked! Salvation in Jesus Christ
protects us from wrath and fulfills the New Covenant promises!

Philippians 1:19-23 (AMP) Paul writes:

19 For | am well assured and indeed know that through your prayers and a bountiful

supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ (the Messiah) this will turn out for my preservation

(for the spiritual health and welfare of my own soul) and avail toward the saving work

of the Gospel. 20 This is in keeping with my own eager desire and persistent expectation

and hope, that | shall not disgrace myself nor be put to shame in anything; but that with

the utmost freedom of speech and unfailing courage, now as always heretofore, Christ

(the Messiah) will be magnified and get glory and praise in this body of mine and be boldly
exalted in my person, whether through (by) life or through (by) death. 21 For me to live

is Christ [His life in me], and to die is gain [the gain of the glory of eternity].

22 If, however, it is to be life in the flesh and | am to live on here, that means fruitful service
for me; so | can say nothing as to my personal preference [| cannot choose], 23 But | am hard
pressed between the two. My yearning desire is to depart (to be free of this world, to set forth)
and be with Christ, for that is far, far better; He is the King!

Daniel 7:13-14 KJV

13 | saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds
of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him.

14 And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations,
and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

Upon His ascension Jesus was made King! Within 40 years, A.D. 70, the then known
Roman world (both Jews and Gentiles) had been delivered the message of the Kingdom
that Jesus was Lord and Christ seated (enthroned) on the Promised Eternal Throne

of King David! The New Covenant Church of Jew and Gentile (united in Christ) had been
established and the letters of the apostles of New Israel had been written.

[Note: The evidence of biblical text permits three carefully distinguished statements:
1. Itis historically certain, beyond reasonable dispute, that Paul’'s principal epistles were
written before AD 70.
2. ltis historically probable, if traditional authorship is accepted, that James, 1 Peter, the
Pastoral Epistles, and quite possibly Hebrews were also written before AD 70.
3. ltis historically possible—that every canonical epistle, including the Johannine letters,
Jude, and 2 Peter, was completed before AD 70.
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The Lord came in consistent manner as depicted in the imagery of all writers.

He came in the Clouds as the Edomite and Roman army to destroy the Old that

the New would be established! God is the same. The presence and activity of God

in the Cloud was to the Egyptians a terrifying omen of their destruction.

For those who butchered God’s prophets such as Herod beheading John the Baptist
and apostate leaders and people who called for Christ’s crucifixion the Cloud was
“seen” and judgement of wrath was catastrophic! For the Covenant people, the Cloud
was the Comforter and Savior!

Therefore we “see” the dual element of the Spiritual Cloud!

The Beloved John was translated into heaven that he might write the Book of Revelation

to be distributed to the seven churches and read to them to give the saints and leaders

(elders) of the city churches composed of home allotments; strength, hope and assurance.

The prophecy of the Revelation was sent for encouragement and edification of the persecuted
church! It was a document for the people of God in that generation from their Comforter and
Savior. It was not about missiles, atom bombs, spaceships, World War |, World War I, Iran's
building nuclear weapons, the terrorist attack on America's World Trade Center or the radicalized
Jihadist Saudi National's destruction of the Twin Towers, etc. in the 20th and 215t century!

Hear what the Spirit of the Lord has to say to the Church... Habakkuk hears the decree
of the Lord and with poetic Old Testament imagery prophesies:

Habakkuk 3:10-13 (NKJV)

10 The mountains saw You and trembled; The overflowing of the water passed by. The deep
uttered its voice, And lifted its hands on high. 11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation;
At the light of Your arrows they went, At the shining of Your glittering spear. 12 You marched
through the land in indignation; You trampled the nations in anger. 13 You went forth for the
salvation of Your people, For salvation with Your Anointed. You struck the head from the house
of the wicked, by laying bare from foundation to neck.

This, God proclaimed through the prophets of the "last days" and the "end time" that was coming
to His Covenant people, the Jewish nation! Jesus, The Son of Man came and also prophesied
the end of the Old Covenant with the coming destruction of Herod's temple the “center” worship
temple for all Jews! Pilgrimage took place to Jerusalem during the Mosaic Feasts!

Jesus demonstrates this in the account of the Passover before His arrest with His appointed
eye-witness disciples. Pentecost Outpouring occurred in Jerusalem!

[The Feast of Pentecost is the Greek phrase for a Jewish feast day, also known as the Feast
of Weeks (Exodus 34:22) or Feast of Harvest (Exodus 23:16). Pentecost is a Greek term
that means “fiftieth,” and the Feast of Pentecost took place 50 days after Passover.

The Lord God Almighty instituted this celebration when He renewed His Covenant

with the people as He spoke to Moses in Exodus 34:22-23. In Numbers 28:26, the feast is called
the Day of First Fruits. The Day consisted of:

A holy convocation wherein people would not do ordinary work.

An offering of new grain.

A burnt offering of two bulls, one ram, seven one-year-old male lambs, their grain offering

of fine flour mixed with oil (three-tenths of an ephah for each bull, two tenths for one ram,

and a tenth for each lamb), and one male goat (all blemish-free), along with their drink offering.

The celebration took place 50 days after Passover.
God is the Covenant Maker!
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What Were the Apostles Waiting for in the Upper Room?

Before His ascension, Jesus commanded the apostles “not to depart from Jerusalem,

but wait for the Promise of the Father” (Acts 1:4). He told them they would be “baptized

with the Holy Spirit” not many days later. Ten days after His Ascension Holy Ghost descended
upon and within the 120 waiting and praying as instructed!

Acts 1:5 (AMP)
5 For John baptized with water, but you will be baptized and empowered
and united with the Holy Spirit, not long from now.”

Before Christ’s Crucifixion, the apostles asked the Lord when He would restore The Davidic
Kingdom to Israel, still believing that Christ would shortly establish an earthly kingdom!

They knew the prophecies about the Holy Spirit from Ezekiel 36:27-38 and Joel 2:28-32.

They thought the kingdom would soon be physical, as did the prevailing Jewish religious leaders.

The difference between the disciples and the religious leaders was that the disciple’s believed
Jesus was the Messiah: they presumed, the kingdom was coming soon. We continue to hear the
doctrine of Jesus returning physically to earth to set up His Kingdom! Is not His Kingdom of power
and might active today? When we examine Paul’s writings and John’s Revelation experience was
it not addressed to the church before 70 A.D.?

Acts 1:8 (AMP)

Jesus corrected their thinking when He said:

“It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.
But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Matthew 24:1-2 AMP 24:1

Jesus Departed from the temple area and was going on His way when His disciples came
up to Him to call His attention to the buildings of the temple and point them out to Him.

2 But He answered them, Do you see all these? Truly | tell you, there will not be left here
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.

Matthew 24:14-15 (AMP)

4 And this good news of the kingdom (the Gospel) will be preached throughout the whole world
as a testimony to all the nations, and then will come the end. 15 So when you see the appalling
sacrilege [the abomination that astonishes and makes desolate], spoken of by the prophet Daniel,
standing in the Holy Place- -let the reader take notice and ponder and consider and heed [this]—

Daniel 9:27 (AMP)

27 And he will enter into a binding and irrevocable covenant with the many for one week (seven
years), but in the middle of the week he will stop the sacrifice and grain offering [for the remaining
three and one-half years]; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate,
even until the complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who causes the
horror.”

Daniel 11:31 (AMP)

31 Armed forces of his will arise [in Jerusalem] and defile and desecrate the sanctuary,

the [spiritual] stronghold, and will do away with the regular sacrifice [that is, the daily

burnt offering]; and they will set up [a pagan altar in the sanctuary which is] the abomination
of desolation.

Daniel 12:11 (AMP)

11 From the time that the regular sacrifice [that is, the daily burnt offering] is taken away
and the abomination of desolation is set up [ruining the temple for worship of the true God],
there will be 1,290 days.
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For more insight into the destruction of the Temple and the accounting of the "last days"
or "end time." The New Covenant records:

Matthew 24:32-34 (AMP)

32 From the fig tree learn this lesson: as soon as its young shoots become soft and tender
and it puts out its leaves, you know of a surety that summer is near. 33 So also when you

see these signs, all taken together, coming to pass, you may know of a surety that He is near,
at the very doors. 34 Truly | tell you, this generation (the whole multitude of people living

at the same time, in a definite, given period) will not pass away till all these things taken
together take place.

Yes, The New Covenant had been established before 70 AD and the Lord’s prophetic
proclamation was fulfilled! God is Love! God is Faith! God is Good! God is Merciful!
The Lord Jesus came in the clouds to protect His Church! God is powerful in His judgments!

Luke 11:9-10 (AMP)

9 So | say to you, Ask and keep on asking and it shall be given you; seek and keep
on seeking and you shall find; knock and keep on knocking and the door shall be
opened to you.10 For everyone who asks and keeps on asking receives; and he who
seeks and keeps on seeking finds; and to him who knocks and keeps on knocking,
the door shall be opened.

May you be encouraged to continue to seek the nuggets of divine inspiration:
The Light of Truth, The Light of Life, The Light of the Spirit!

May God richly bless and keep you!



