Written and published in honor of Tom Hill, a valued contributor to Heart of
God Ministries International. Tom faithfully shared his anointed writings and
Spirit-inspired articles, actively posting them on Facebook and the Glory Now
website, where his words became a source of encouragement, insight, and
spiritual edification to many.

ME-CENTERED?
A Reflection on Returning Our Hearts to the Greatness of God

Dear Friends,

Let us pause for a moment and dwell upon the Creator of all things in a very
special way. God is the Master Designer, the Architect, and the Builder of all
that exists. The heavens declare His glory, creation reveals His wisdom, and
His purposes reach far beyond the limitations of our finite understanding. Yet,
if we are honest with ourselves, we may sometimes find that our
understanding of God has become smaller than the God we proclaim.

Certainly, none of us would intentionally suggest that God can be confined.
We know that the Creator cannot be contained by His creation, nor can the
infinite God be fully comprehended by finite minds. Yet there is a subtle way in
which we can unintentionally reduce our understanding of Him when our faith
becomes centered primarily upon ourselves—what God can do for me, what
He can give me, how He can bless me, or how He can make my life better.

Perhaps this is something worth prayerfully considering in our own hearts.
Have we sometimes allowed the Gospel to become more about what we
receive from God than about knowing and becoming like the God who has
given Himself to us?

There is nothing wrong with rejoicing in God's blessings. Scripture is filled
with His promises, His provision, His healing, His mercy, His protection,

and His abundant love. The danger comes when these blessings become
the center rather than the fruit of a relationship with Him. Even the wonderful
teaching resources and digital ministries available to us today can become
less about knowing Him and more about what we hope He will do for us.

The tools themselves are not the problem; they can be wonderful means of
teaching and encouragement. The deeper question is always this: Where is
our heart's focus?

The purpose of this reflection is not to criticize individuals or ministries, but to
invite all of us into a spiritual reality check. How great is our Heavenly Father!
How immeasurable are His purposes! How wonderful is all that He has
provided for us in Jesus Christ! Aimighty God cannot be placed within the
containers of our limited understanding. Yet, in an astonishing expression of
His love, He has chosen to make His dwelling among His people and within
His people.
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Through repentance, faith, and our embracing of the Gospel of the Kingdom,
we discover that our lives are not merely about receiving from God. We are
being transformed into people through whom His life, His character, His love,
and His Kingdom may be revealed. In Christ, we begin to see from a different
perspective. Our understanding is enlarged. Our hearts are awakened. What
once seemed impossible begins to look different when we see it through the
light of God's purposes.

Jesus Christ is our hope of glory. That has always been God's desire for His
people—not simply that we would know about Him, but that His life would be
revealed in and through us. The New Covenant therefore gives us an
extraordinary calling. We are not merely spectators of God's glory; we become
carriers of His presence and witnesses of His Kingdom wherever we go. What
an awesome privilege it is to become a dwelling place for the presence of
God! [Note: Tom’s heartbeat was to dwell in the Presence of the Holy Ghost!]

Paul expressed this precious responsibility in 2 Timothy 1:14 (NASU):
“Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been
entrusted to you.”

What is this treasure? It is the priceless gift of God's Presence and the ILfe of
His Kingdom entrusted to us through Jesus Christ!

Paul gives us a greater glimpse of this reality in Colossians 2:6—12 (AMP).

He reminds us that as we have received Christ Jesus the Lord, we are to walk
in union and conformity with Him, becoming deeply rooted and continually built
up in Him. He tells us that the fullness of Deity dwells in Christ and then gives
us the astonishing declaration that we, too, have been made full in Him.

What a beautiful picture of God's love for His creation! In Christ, we are not left
empty or spiritually abandoned. We are invited into a life in which Christ
becomes the center, the source, and the fullness of our identity.

When we begin to see God this way, our understanding of the Gospel
changes. God is no longer simply the One we approach when we have need.
He becomes the One in whom we live, move, and have our being!

Our prayers, our worship, our service, our relationships, and our ministry begin
to flow from knowing Him rather than merely seeking what He can do for us.
Perhaps this is one reason why the world sometimes struggles to see the
beauty of the God we proclaim.

At times, Christians have unintentionally presented an image of God that
emphasizes judgment without mercy, requirements without relationship,
perfection without grace, or religious performance without the transforming
power of His love. At other times, we may have communicated a God who
seems distant from human suffering and unable to bring hope into impossible
circumstances.
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But that is not the fullness of the Father revealed to us in Jesus Christ.

Jesus revealed the Father's heart. He demonstrated compassion toward the
hurting, mercy toward the broken, forgiveness toward sinners, and hope
toward those who had lost their way. He touched the untouchable, welcomed
the rejected, restored dignity to the wounded, and proclaimed the good news
of the Kingdom of God.

When we stop trying to fit God into our image and allow Him to transform us
into His image, something beautiful begins to happen. His goodness becomes
visible through our lives. His mercy becomes tangible through our actions. His
grace becomes recognizable through our relationships. His love becomes
more than something we preach—it becomes something people can
encounter.

Then we can stand unashamedly for Him, not because we have perfected
ourselves, but because His grace is perfecting us. We can demonstrate His
love and mercy with humility. We can become instruments through which
others encounter His healing, His compassion, His forgiveness, and His hope.

This is why our focus must continually return to the Kingdom of God, just as
Jesus proclaimed and demonstrated it. The Gospel is wonderfully simple, yet
its simplicity should never cause us to underestimate its depth. It calls us away
from self as the center and invites us into Christ as the center.

When our focus becomes clouded, our representation of Him can become
clouded as well. We may overlook the power and presence of God already
at work within His people. We may allow old concepts, fears, unbelief, or
incomplete understandings to shape the way we see Him. But the Holy Spirit
continually calls us deeper—to open the eyes of our understanding and to
know God more truly.

The answer is not simply another message about God.

The world longs to see the reality of the God we proclaim. People need more
than religious information; they need to encounter the love, grace, mercy,
truth, and transforming Presence of Jesus Christ via Holy Ghost!

This is our privilege and our calling. Let us therefore lift our eyes beyond
ourselves and behold the greatness of our Heavenly Father. Let us allow Him
to enlarge our understanding of who He is. Let us become increasingly rooted
in Christ and increasingly available to His purposes. Let us carry His Presence
into our homes, our churches, our communities, our workplaces, and wherever
He sends us.

God is still moving! He is still revealing Himself! He is still transforming lives.!
He is still faithful, and His love has not diminished!

May we expectantly open our hearts to Him—not merely for the change we
desire Him to bring into our circumstances, but for the deeper transformation
that comes when we encounter Him for who He truly is?
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May Christ become increasingly visible in us.

May His Kingdom become increasingly evident through us.

And may the world around us catch a glimpse, through our lives, of the beauty,
goodness, mercy, power, and love of the God who created all things.

With grateful hearts, let us turn our eyes from “me” and behold Him!
He is worthy of our whole heart.

Tom always made his deepest positive message—the revelation of God
through Christ in His people endowed with and by the living, dynamic
demonstration and present manifestation of Holy Ghost!



